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On what it is like to have more money 
than you know. 









by Dave Brubaker 
Since September of 1980, I have 
served in the Brethren in Christ Mis-
sions office. I've learned a lot. I need to 
learn a lot more. Yet God has used the 
lives of those with whom I've come into 
contact to change my life in many ways. 
One important development in my life 
has been a growing love and concern for 
the Brethren in Christ Church. 
As you read this, my wife, Martha, 
and I will be completing an M C C orien-
tation, preparing for three years of ser-
vice in Brazil. Because of the strong 
legacy of Brethren in Christ involve-
ment in MCC, we are excited that God 
has called us to represent him and the 
church with M C C in South America. 
As we go, I would like to share "seven 
words" of encouragement and instruc-
tion with my brothers and sisters in the 
Brethren in Christ Church. I share these 
fully aware of my own youth and inex-
perience, but believing that at times even 
"young men" can be used of God. (Acts 
2:17) 
Among other responsibilities while work-
ing in the missions office in Pennsylvania, 
Dave Brubaker edited therefore magazine 
and shared with Dr. K. B. Hoover on the 
Peace and Justice Resource Team. 
Lediscover nonconformity 
(Rom. 12:2) 
Since 1950 the Brethren in Christ in 
North America have been moving to 
shake off the shackles of legalism and 
certain extra-Biblical teachings. Much 
of this movement has, I believe, been 
necessary and good. However, one pri-
mary result of our "breaking down the 
walls" has been a growing identification 
with mainstream American (or Cana-
dian) society. As we subconsciously 
allow our society to squeeze us into its 
mold, we can unknowingly drift further 
and further away f rom biblical faithful-
ness and obedience. Since there are no 
"lone-ranger" Christians, an essential 
role of the church must be to provide a 
support group of believers which works 
to counteract the tremendous pressure 
our society exerts on us to conform. 
JZivangelize with a purpose 
(Mt. 28:20) 
It has been encouraging to witness the 
growing commitment of our church to 
pursue church growth, both at home 
and overseas. However, some have ques-
tioned whether we can have church 
growth and maintain our emphasis on 
peace, holiness and piety. I am con-
vinced that we will continue to grow 
because of who we are, not by denying 
who we are. The dangers of sacrificing 
biblical doctrines at any altar (including 
that of church growth) are obvious, and 
were acknowledged at the Church 
Growth Consultation held just prior to 
General Conference. Biblical teaching 
and obedience is a natural and necessary 
corollary to evangelism, as Jesus in-
structs us in the Great Commission. 
ever tolerate "Number 
One-ism" (I Cor. 1:27-28) 
Takanobu Tojo of Japan reminded 
us in a prophetic message at General 
Conference that every culture has fallen 
into the sin of "Number One-ism," the 
prideful belief that my culture is super-
ior to all others. We in North America 
are especially prone to this error, as we 
enjoy immodest amounts of goods and 
privileges. The heresy of "Number One-
ism" becomes blatant when we begin to 
believe that God really must have us 
around (with our unlimited resources, 
superior methods and depth of com-
mitment) in order to accomplish his 
purposes for the world. The Bible tells 
us it is precisely at this point that God 
won't use us. An extra tragedy occurs 
when we justify enormous amounts of 
military hardware to protect us in our 
self-appointed role as God's newly-chos-
en people. 
.l-Ancourage a diversity of 
gifts (I Cor. 12) 
We are privileged to have a tradition 
of "brotherhood" in our church, and an 
emphasis on serving our sisters and 
brothers instead of exalting ourselves. It 
will be difficult to maintain that tradi-
tion, I believe, if we continue our drift 
towards elevating certain gifts over oth-
ers. God's Spirit distributes his gifts to 
each person as he wills it, so that even 
though there are many "parts" there is 
still one "body." When we behave as if 
one particular gift (say, "administra-
tion") is more significant than another 
(say, "evangelism"), we deny that these 
are simply different expressions of the 
same Spirit. 
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AA/orship God only 
(Mt . 22:37) 
It is surprisingly easy for us to create 
idols today, even though ours aren't 
made of wood or stone. To discover if 
we have erected any personal idols, we 
must analyze where we have placed our 
trust and security. If we would be unable 
to contemplate giving up something (or 
even some person), we have probably 
placed so much trust in it that it has 
become an idol for us. Some Christians 
are unable to consider giving up wealth, 
others couldn't imagine living without a 
strong national defense. What are some 
of your idols? Mine? 
.^Lffirm what is good 
(Phi l . 4:8) 
Whenever we have opportunity, we 
need to affirm that which is good in 
people (and even institutions). This is 
not an easy, "I'm O.K., You're O.K." 
philosophy, but rather a desire to iden-
tify and nurture that bit of Christ which 
is in every person. Such a desire does not 
preclude correction or criticism, but 
does require extra effort as it doesn't 
come naturally for most of us. 
L o v e each other deeply 
(I John 3:11 ff.) 
Paul tells us in I Corinthians 13 that 
without love, our greatest accomplish-
ments are rendered meaningless. We 
Brethren in Christ believe that we should 
love God, our neighbors, and even our 
enemies because God first loved us 
(while we were still his enemies). Broth-
erly love is second in importance only to 
loving the Lord our God with all of our 
heart and soul and mind. 
These are the seven words that I offer 
to the church. If you look closely, you'll 
discover an acrostic. Now, what words 
would you have for Martha and me as 
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The saints are not shopping around 
for bargains or clipping store coupons 
or cutting corners. Homes that used to 
accommodate a family of six are now 
barely big enough for three. And the 
pressure is on to move to the bigger, 
better house in the more socially select 
neighborhood. 
Christians are flying everywhere on 
extravagant, expensive vacations to "get 
away f rom it all." Even church buildings 
are monuments to the materialism of the 
age. Almost gone are the days of sincere 
stewardship and disciplined determina-
tion to use money wisely. 
There are some heavy questions that 
need to be asked in the face of this mate-
rialistic trend among evangelicals: 
• How can we possibly relate to the 
term sacrifice while we live under the 
influence of the King's Kid philosophy? 
• Is the call of Christ a call to a life of 
creature comforts? 
• Can we assume that because other 
Chr is t ians are living in luxury, we 
should, too? 
• Have we been caught in the clutches 
of a cultural Christianity that is un-
scriptural and radically hedonistic? 
• How did this trend come about? 
Although there are many Old Testa-
ment instances in which wealth was an 
obvious manifestation of God's blessing 
on his children—Job, Abraham, Solo-
mon, to cite three—the New Testament 
finds both our Lord and Paul warning 
the wealthy. 
Jesus said riches would be the ruin of 
m a n y people . A camel could pass 
through the eye of a needle more easily 
than a rich man could enter the king-
dom of God (Matthew 19:24). 
Paul told young Timothy to exhort 
the extravagant to beware lest their lux-
urious life should lead them astray (1 
Timothy 6:9-10). James, Peter and John 
all made condemnatory statements a-
gainst materialism and the money-mind-
ed (cp. James 2:6-7; 1 Peter 2:11; 3:3; 1 
John 2:15-17). 
Three Scriptures especially have been used by Christians to jus-tify their hedonism. 
One is Jesus' statement, "Seek ye first 
the kingdom of God, and his righteous-
ness; and all these things shall be added 
unto you" (Matthew 6:33). 
Read the verse in isolation, emphasize 
the "all," "things" and "added," and the 
concept of an elite evangelical begins to 
surface. "See," you might say, "if I seek 
We seem to be 
entering the era 
of the elite 
evangelical... 
the popular notion 
is that we believers 
have a right 
to the very best. 
to be a committed Christian, I can 
expect to have all of the nice things 
added to my life!" 
But there is a major flaw in such an 
interpretation. It is not what Jesus was 
talking about. 
Jesus was not speaking to a group of 
favored disciples in expensive business 
suits dining on steak at the poolside of 
the Mount of Olives Holiday Inn. He 
was addressing followers who had left 
everything to serve him. They were not 
sure where their next meal would come 
f rom—or when their one set of clothes 
would wear out. 
In 6:19-24 Jesus had ridiculed earthly 
riches and extolled the value of heavenly 
wealth. 
Clearly "all these th ings" relates 
primarily to the basics of life. Note 
Jesus' use of the word "need" in 6:32: 
"Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye 
have need of all these things." 
Another statement by Jesus has been 
likewise misinterpreted: "I am come that 
they might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly" (John 10:10). 
Again, some have taken this to mean 
they can expect an abundance of mate-
rial blessings. But look closely at the 
context. Jesus was denouncing false 
prophets in the early verses of this 
chapter—treacherous teachers who were 
trying to tear the disciples away f rom the 
truth. He was chastising the Pharisees 
and other Jews who had rejected his 
ministry. 
All of these people had life, that is, 
physical life. Some of them even had 
material abundance. They were in the 
elite social strata. But Jesus made them 
feel their spiritual bankruptcy. 
He said they were not truly living, 
because genuine life is a product of the 
deep spiritual regeneration wrought in 
the heart by the Holy Spirit. It was that 
kind of life Christ offered to these spiri-
tually blind leaders of the blind. 
Abundant life refers to spiritual life as 
contrasted to simply existing physically. 
It has nothing to do with a guarantee of 
luxurious living. 
The third verse often used to justify 
Christian hedonism is First Timothy 
6:17, where Paul speaks of the living 
God who "giveth us richly all things to 
enjoy," even though the context of this 
verse clearly condemns the King's Kid 
philosophy. 
In 6:5 Paul speaks of men of "corrupt 
minds" who were "supposing that gain is 
godliness." In 6:8 he says, "Having food 
and raiment let us be therewith Content." 
In 6:9 Paul warns that those who "will 
be rich fall into temptation and a snare, 
and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, 
which drown men in destruction and 
perdition." 
"The love of money," 6:10 continues, 
"is the root of all evil," and Timothy is to 
"flee these things" (6:11). 
If Paul was referring to luxurious liv-
ing, why would he tell Timothy to say to 
the rich, "Be rich in good works, ready 
to distribute [your money], and willing 
to communicate [give]" (6:18)? 
Indeed the warning here seems to be 
directed to the advocates of the King's 
Kid philosophy. Paul was cautioning 
the wealthy Christian who spends money 
selfishly and counseling him to begin a 
life of liberal giving. 
It boils down to one crisp ques-tion: Does the Bible infer that we are to live like a king or like the 
King? 
The difference is a critical one. If the 
intent of the New Testament is to lead us 
into the lifestyle of a king, then anything 
goes. We should have the best. Every 
nicety of life should be delivered to us on 
a silver platter. 
But if the New Testament teaches us 
to live like the King, then we have a very 
narrowly defined model to pattern our 
lives after. The King—Jesus Christ—is 
very different from a king. 
The Lordship of Christ was expressed 
in a way that no other monarch before 
next page, please 
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or since has approached. In Jesus' day 
people could not understand how a 
King could allow himself to be hung on 
a cross. People are still wondering today. 
Jesus, Son of God, dwelling in eternal 
glory with his Father, "made himself of 
no reputation, and took upon him the 
form of a servant, and was made in the 
likeness of men: and being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, 
and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross" (Philippians 
2:7-8). 
How did Jesus live? 
He lived a life of simplicity. He was 
born in a stable. His first cradle was the 
feeding trough of animals. As a Man he 
associated with common people: fisher-
men, lepers, poor widows, children. 
His message was plain and easily 
understood, so simple that the wise reli-
gious leaders could not bear its hum-
bling implications. 
Jesus had no need for luxuries or 
pampering. He ate and slept where and 
when the opportunities arose. Although 
he could have demanded all of the fine 
things that this life has to offer, he chose 
to deny himself the glitter and glamour 
associated with royalty. 
His first instructions to his first evan-
gelistic team were to "take nothing for 
[the] journey, neither money; neither 
have two coats apiece" (Luke 9:3). 
One of the secrets of the great success 
of the early church apostles centered 
around their ability to copy the simple 
ways of Christ. 
Jesus lived a life of sacrifice. 
In the middle of a message on money 
Paul reminds us of this great fact: "You 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for 
your sakes he became poor, that ye 
through his poverty might be rich" (2 
Corinthians 8:9). 
What a pure and powerful example 
for each of us! Jesus yielded himself to a 
life-style of sacrifice. "He appeared to 
put away sin by the sacrifice of himself ' 
(Hebrews 9:26). 
The very term sacrifice means giving 
up something that rightly belongs to us. 
Jesus gave up his rightful constant fel-
lowship with his Father ("My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me?". Mat-
thew 27:46) so that we might experience 
a saving relationship with God. 





the example of 
Jesus our Lord 
has too few 
followers today. 
Jesus Christ lived a life of servant-
hood. 
He told his disciples, "I am among 
you as he that serveth" (Luke 22:27). It 
must have been a most difficult lesson 
for the disciples to learn. Just for Jesus 
to become a Man was humil iat ing 
enough. But he assumed the role of a 
servant. 
He before whom angels fall down to 
worship washed the dirty feet of fisher-
men. The One who of all persons should 
have been served spent his life serving 
others. 
Our wealth and affluence have led us 
to believe that we are above servant-
hood. One of the rewards for rising into 
the higher pay brackets is that we can 
demand service f rom others. 
But Jesus said after he had washed his 
disciples' feet, "I have given you an 
example, that ye should do as I have 
done to you" (John 13:15). 
The simplicity, sacrifice and servanthood of Jesus Christ should be our way of life, too. 
"The servant is not greater than his lord" 
(John 13:16). Anyone who hangs on to a 
supposed right to a life of luxury places 
himself above the Master of the universe. 
Perhaps the most serious sin we com-
mit in living like a king has been the sin 
of elevating ourselves above our Savior. 
How can we respond to this truth? 
First, let it touch our present posses-
sions. In Acts we are told of the spirit of 
true sacrifice that came upon the early 
church. Believers sold possessions and 
homes for the kingdom of God. 
"But," you counter, "the Lord allowed 
me to buy this extravagant item. I 
prayed about it for weeks." 
Did you really need to pray when the 
Bible is so plain about simplicity of life? 
Has not such "praying" really become a 
conscience salve? 
Second, let the message touch our 
future decisions. Christ has not called us 
to a life of selfish indulgence. He has 
called us to simplicity, sacrifice and ser-
vanthood. Let it overshadow our deci-
sion to buy a home, a car, or even as to 
where we will vacation. Let it enter our 
decisions on all the purchases we make. 
We are to be Jesus' disciples in deed as 
well as in word. 
Third, let this message touch our 
vision for a lost world. 
I have visited several mission fields. 
Our missionaries are burdened for us 
who live in North America. They may 
be praying for us more than we are pray-
ing for them. 
These beloved brothers and sisters 
operate on what is called a cost-of-living 
allowance—enough money for the neces-
sities only. I have left more than one 
mission post with tears in my eyes, not 
because the missionaries had to live on 
so little, but because I live on so much. 
How many thousands of people are 
perishing because we Chris t ians in 
North America are living like kings! 
My wife and I are committed to 
attempting to live a life of simplicity, 
sacrifice and servanthood, as exempli-
fied in our Savior. We invite you to join 
us. 
When North American Christians 
begin to live each day in the light of 
Jesus' example, we shall have the revival 
we have prayed for. 
Then we will not desire the best mate-
rially; we will only desire what is best for 
Jesus' sake. 
We will be compelled f rom within to 
live like the King who laid aside his 
majesty to show us the way to abundant 
life. 
Then, and only then, will the coffers 
for world evangelization be full to over-
flowing so that we may get on with the 
business of winning a world to Christ 
and his kingdom. 
It starts when each of us determines to 
live like the King! • 
Tom Allen is pastor for pulpit ministry, 
Sevenoaks Alliance Church, Abbotsford, 
B.C. Reprinted by permission of The Al-
liance Witness. 
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On what it is like to have 
more money than 
you know what 
to do with 
0 
by Roger C. Sider 
Have you ever wondered what it 
would be like to have more money than 
you knew what to do with? I'll bet your 
fantasies could run wild, imagining 
delights that would be in store. What is 
your most appealing scenario? A com-
pletely new wardrobe, a five-bedroom 
brick house in the suburbs on a one acre 
lot, a new Cadillac or Mercedes Benz, 
travel to exotic vacation islands, a mil-
lion dollars in the bank? Of course, for 
you and me these are only daydreams, 
so we can never be absolutely sure what 
it would really be like to have more 
money than we knew what to do with. 
But here is where my story comes in. 
For once upon a time there was a place 
where most everyone was in precisely 
that condition. And since I have just 
returned f r o m a lengthy visit I would 
like to share with you my observations, 
just so you might compare them with 
your fantasies. 
I must admit that upon arrival there 
I was immediately impressed by a star-
tling paradox. On the one hand there 
was overwhelming evidence of wealth. 
Not that everyone had the same amount 
of wealth, mind you, but that the vast 
majority owned things far in excess of 
September 1982 7 
what could be construed to be necessi-
ties. Their food was impressive in 
its abundance, variety and richness. 
Clothes, too, were beautifully fashioned, 
colorful and made of the very best mate-
rials. Similarly, the inhabitants lived in 
spacious quarters often containing more 
rooms than there were persons in the 
living unit! Furnishings were comforta-
ble and most units were equipped with 
complicated machines which cleaned, 
laundered, prepared food and provided 
heat on cool days. Most fascinating to 
me were their transporting machines; 
almost every family had one, some two 
or three. These were models of luxury, 
virtually mobile living rooms in which 
one could move great distances with 
minimal effort or fatigue. 
I am sure by now you can begin to 
grasp the enormity of their possessions. 
Yet the paradox to which I referred ear-
lier emerged as I tried to engage the 
inhabitants in casual conversation. For 
it became clear that they were virtually 
blind to their wealth. Almost univer-
sally, their responses to my remarks of 
admiration regarding one of their fine 
possessions had an odd character. They 
would say, for example, "Oh, why this 
dress is two years old," or, "Well, 1 got it 
on sale" or, "If you like this you should 
see the one the man down the street 
has." Probing this matter a bit further, I 
discovered that although everyone seem-
ed to want to be complimented on their 
possessions, none of them were com-
pletely satisfied with what they owned. 
Rather they appeared to evaluate what-
ever they possessed in reference to some-
one who had a newer, larger, or more 
expensive item of the same type. Of 
course, this had the effect of always 
making them feel relatively impover-
ished. But if I gently demurred by point-
ing out that what they had was ever so 
much better than those of the inhabit-
ants where I came from, they listened 
politely—but not without conveying the 
impression that my comparison was 
somehow irrelevant and that as a for-
eigner I simply did not understand. 
Needless to say, this state of affairs 
puzzled me. How could such obvious 
wealth be present and yet the owners feel 
somehow discontented and underprivi-
leged? Fancying myself something of an 
amateur social psychologist, I set about 
to satisfy my curiosity as to the explana-
tion of such a curious state of affairs. I 
began by examining the channels of 
public communication. These were high-
ly developed and took the form of writ-
ten organs printed on large sheets of 
paper, put together and folded after 
next page, please 
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printing for daily distribution to the 
populace. In addition, there were weekly 
and monthly bound, written materials 
distributed in much the same way. Equal-
ly important was readily available spe-
cial electronic machinery which enabled 
voice and visual reception from central 
transmitters into all the living units hav-
ing appropriate receivers. Reading, lis-
tening and watching these public com-
munication organs was a revelation to 
me. For their contents, consisting main-
ly of informational or entertainment 
items, were interspersed with the most 
remarkable array of what 1 can scarcely 
find words to describe. So bear with me 
as I try to explain. 
These items, sometimes short, some-
times longer, but always very carefully 
written and executed, appeared to be 
appeals to the audience to spend money! 
In the written organs, these appeals 
would sometimes take up whole pages, 
even sections! Often they were printed in 
full color. Over the voice and visual 
receivers, these appeals would frequent-
ly interrupt entertainment or informa-
tional items. The variety of these appeals 
was astonishing. Moreover, there was a 
seriousness and intensity about these 
appeals out of all proportion to the 
importance of the subject. Just to give 
you the flavor of the magnitude of the 
phenomenon, at one sitting I counted 
appeals to spend money on each of eight 
different dried and flaked grain prod-
ucts which the local inhabitants often 
eat during the morning (usually, I can-
not resist adding, in the form of a revolt-
ingly soggy mush created by combining 
these products with a white fluid said to 
be taken from herds of domesticated 
lactating animals!). 
Well, I could go on at great length in 
describing the nature of these appeals. 
But though it may strike you as funny, 1 
assure you that the phenomenon is 
taken with utmost seriousness. In fact, it 
is said that an entire industry is dedi-
cated to nothing more than creating 
more effective appeals. And there is no 
doubt about its effectiveness. For the 
populace becomes gripped by a compell-
ing urge to spend money on whatever it 
is the appeals industry wants them to 
buy. In this way, of course, they are like 
slaves waiting to be told what to do, then 
obediently going out and doing it. Of 
course, they are unaware of their en-
slavement and it would have been impo-
lite of me, a visitor, to voice this observa-
tion to them. 
A 
X V s a next step in my investigation 
I decided to conduct direct interviews of 
a more probing nature. It was my pur-
pose to confront the inhabitants with 
some of what I had learned regarding 
these appeals. 
In opening my interviews I basically 
summarized my observations thus: (1) 
that the inhabitants seemed to have 
amassed enormous wealth, (2) That 
they avidly received hundreds of appeals 
daily to spend money, and (3) that they 
seemed strangely dissatisfied with their 
possessions and felt constantly impelled 
to buy more. From there, I pursued the 
following line of argument, in the 
manner of a Socratic dialogue. "If," 1 
remarked, "you listen so avidly to these 
appeals, you must have more money 
than you know what to do with. For if 
you already knew what to do with your 
money, these appeals would hold very 
little interest. Consider," I said, "the 
hypothetical case of the inhabitant who 
had only enough money for the day's 
necessities. Would he not ignore such 
appeals as being irrelevant to him? If he 
persisted in attending to appeals for 
which he had no funds, would he not be 
behaving stupidly? For the definition of 
a necessity is that I must have it to sus-
tain life and health. Therefore I do not 
need appeals to assist me to know how 
to spend money on such things." Usu-
ally, at this point my interviewee would 
attempt to resist my argument, but even-
tually would agree that it seemed right. 
Pressing my point home, I then con-
cluded, "So, since you take these appeals 
seriously, you must indeed have more 
money than you know what to do with. 
And since you spend so much time 
receiving such a vast number of appeals 
each day, you must have a correspond-
ingly large amount of money with which 
you do not know what to do. Otherwise 
your behavior is nonsensical." 
Clearly uncomfortable by now, my 
interviewees nonetheless usually acced-
ed to my conclusion. For my logic was 
not easily refuted. And occasionally one 
of the more thoughtful inhabitants 
would remark, "Perhaps what you call 
'having more money than you know 
what to do with' is what we call 'discre-
tionary income.' " 
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To me this was an important insight. 
For it now became clear that even their 
language had been altered to conceal 
certain facts about their true state of 
affairs. It also turned out that the term 
'discretionary income' was misleading. 
Most inhabitants insisted that they had 
very little of such funds, certainly less so 
than many of their acquaintances. They 
explained that 'discretionary income' 
was a misleading term since it implied 
that they had a choice how to spend 
these funds, when in fact, given all of 
their bills and the rising cost of living, 
there was virtually no money left to use 
at their discretion. A few even believed 
that with the way things were going, 
they might not be able to maintain their 
customary standard of living and that 
under such circumstances it was cruel to 
even use the term 'discretionary income.' 
My purpose, however, was as a visitor 
and observer, not that of a reformer. So 
I contented myself with understanding 
the situation as well as I could without 
making any at tempt to bring about 
changes. At this point my work was 
about done. 
T 
A cannot close, however, without de-
scribing a fascinating interview I had 
with an inhabitant I will call David, a 
wise elderly individual. Through a his-
torical quirk, he had come f rom a cultur-
al subgroup which, until recently, had 
maintained a critical stance regarding 
the endless succession of spending ap-
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peals and the amassing of unnecessary 
possessions. In fact, it had been a con-
viction of theirs that inasmuch as their 
deity had blessed them with worldly 
goods considerably in excess of their 
needs, they ought to share such with 
those less fortunate, both at home and in 
foreign lands. But this doctrine was now 
under review, since it was widely argued 
that the necessities of life at home, both 
individually and for the local religious 
programs of the group, required a reor-
dering of priorities. Of course, lip service 
was still paid to the spirit of generosity, 
but the conviction behind it was slowly 
diminishing. In fact, David admitted, of 
his group in which the average per 
member income was about $10,000 per 
year, there was great difficulty in raising 
just $200 per year per member for char-
itable needs beyond the local group. 
And that only about one-half of that 
was allocated for those less fortunate in 
other lands. This last amount , of course, 
was only about one percent of average 
income. 
Finally, David confided, there were 
tensions building in the group. A variety 
of committees with abbreviated names 
such as B O A , C O S F , B F M a n d 
TFSFB,* were wrestling with financial 
difficulties. All seemed to agree that 
there was a problem but each saw the 
problem differently. The preponderance 
of opinion, however, was that there was 
great danger in expanding charitable 
programs at this time, particularly those 
away f rom home. For, it was held, 
*In certain circles, I am told, these initials 
denote Board of Administration; Commis-
sion on Stewardship and Finance; Board for 
Missions; Task Force on Structure, Funding 
and Budgeting. 
responsible stewardship must take ac-
count of the reality of the limits of the 
group's resources. With a twinkle in his 
eye David closed, "Tell me, what is 
reality?" 
w 
T T ell, I've come back home now 
and I do not wish to strain your credul-
ity by telling you more about this land of 
wealth. But I must admit the whole 
experience has had a most sobering 
effect on me. For I have come to several 
conclusions, only tentative of course, 
which are disquieting. They may be 
summarized as follows: 
1. It appears to be possible to have 
more money than you know what to do 
with and yet truly believe that this is not 
so. 
2. This delusion is particularly likely 
to occur under conditions where (a) 
most everyone else around you also has 
more money than they know what to do 
with, and where (b) there is a vast 
industry at work precisely for the pur-
pose of creating a multitude of powerful 
appeals which impel you to spend. 
3. Such delusional thinking is death 
to the charitable spirit. For it is a blind-
ness of the soul which convinces you, 
amidst your fabulous wealth, that you 
are poor. • 
Dr. Sider is associate professor of psy-
chiatry at the University of Rochester's Med-
ical Center, and has served on the "BOA" 
and "BFM." He was recently named chair-





by Jane Musser 
Our lifestyle is the result of a variety 
of experiences pieced together like a 
patchwork quilt. The individual patches 
are formed by the influence of others, 
tithing, budgeting, and living simply, yet 
abundantly. When placed in the frame-
work of life, these patches help to form 
our complete lifestyle. They are sewn 
together by our desire to be good stew-
ards of all the gifts God has given to us. 
One patch in our lifestyle quilt is the 
influence of those around us. It is easy to 
use the world's pattern when choosing 
our lifestyle. In a musical about Pil-
grim's Progress, Christian walks to Van-
ity City singing this song, "Worldly 
pleasures are in control, what does it 
matter if I lose my soul?" To us it mat-
ters. It matters if our possessions are a 
heavy burden. It matters if we live as if 
this world is our only home. We are 
often reminded in the Scripture that 
Christians are strangers here, merely 
passing through. 
In our family devotions we are using 
Don Zook's pamphlet, "Money and the 
Bible" as our study guide. He states that 
"Jesus had more to say about our rela-
tionship to material possessions than 
any other topic . . . ." We are strength-
ened in our choice of lifestyle by ser-
mons, books, articles and testimonies of 
other believers. Knowing that others 
believe and choose to live as we do also 
reinforces our beliefs. Witnesses who tell 
of God's faithfulness, lovingkindness, 
and goodness are an encouragement to 
us. 
Tithing is another aspect of our life-
style. Malachi 3:10 says "Bring the 
whole tithe into the storehouse . . . Test 
me in this," says the Lord Almighty, 
"and see if I will not throw open the 
floodgates of heaven and pour out so 
much blessing that you will not have 
room enough for it." 1 was once given a 
card that illustrates this verse. It shows a 
small boy at the ocean filling his sand 
bucket with water. His face shows his 
exuberance at getting enough water to 
fill his little bucket to the brim—while in 
the background the ocean contains 
enough water to fill that bucket thou-
sands upon thousands of times. I think 
of God's blessing being as great as the 
ocean and able to fill us thousands of 
times over. 
Tithing is a deliberate lifestyle—not 
something that magically happens. My 
husband and I devised our family budget 
when we were first married. We chose to 
give the first 10% of our income to our 
church. We found that if our tithe is not 
the first money given from our pay, then 
there is never enough left at the end to be 
able to pay a tithe. But, we have found 
that when the tithe check is the first 
check written from our pay, there's 
enough money left for everything. 
Tithing is a deliberate action. A Jewish 
rabbi once said, "If God can't get 10% of 
a person's money, he certainly doesn't 
have 100% of that person." 
We believe that tithing is a command, 
and when followed it reaps a blessing. 
We have seen this command/blessing 
action worked out in our lives. We don't 
give in order to get. We give because we 
believe its part of our Christian duty. 
But we have received blessing pressed 
down, shaken together, and running 
over. 
We applied to the Brotherhood Loan 
Fund for a 15-year loan to make a down 
payment on our home. After looking 
over our financial statement, one person 
questioned if we would really be able to 
make the monthly payments. However, 
this summer, only one year and eight 
months later, we have paid off the entire 
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15-year loan. It took a lot of discipline 
and good money management to pay so 
much extra money in such a short time. 
But now we are not only free of this 
debt, but have avoided paying out over 
$9,000 in interest by paying back our 
loan ahead of time. That 's part of our 
blessing, pressed down and shaken 
together. 
Last fall when our hamburger was 
getting low we had meat provided unex-
pectantly. Two days before doe season, 
a doe ran into the path of our car. The 
doe was killed and the car had only two 
small dents. We butchered the deer and 
had hamburger for the freezer. This was 
part of our blessing "run over." 
Recently we heard a pastor challenge 
his listeners with this statement, "If you 
are tithing, S T O P as soon as you can." 
He believed that tithing was a bare min-
imum given as a guideline for only the 
newest, youngest Christians. We took 
this to heart and are giving more to the 
Lord than before. 
Tithing our income has helped to 
make us aware that all of our posses-
sions are God's; we are just using them. 
It has helped us to live more abundant ly 
with what we have, because our life 
doesn't consist merely of things. We've 
had a desire to try to simplify our living. 
Gardening helps us to live simply and 
live abundantly. It gives us many areas 
of pleasure. We are working together 
toward a common interest and goal, get-
ting exercise, marveling at God's mira-
cles and blessing, keeping in touch with 
God through his creation, as well as 
Our lifestyle 
is the result 
of a variety 
of experiences 
pieced together 
like a patchwork 
quilt . . . sewn together 
by our desire 
to be good 
stewards... 
providing food to freeze and can. In the 
long run this helps to save on our groc-
ery bill and keeps us healthy by eating 
food with fewer preservatives and addi-
tives. 
We've also made it a practice to buy 
most items second hand. We go to an 
auction house to purchase items within 
a set budget. It's been wonderful to see 
how God has provided a washer and 
dryer, living room suit, deep freeze, and 
a gold refrigerator. While they aren't 
Madison Avenue specials, we aren't 
Madison Avenue people either. We are 
strangers here—merely passing through. 
A Christian needs to choose the pat-
tern for his lifestyle according to the way 
the Bible teaches. It's important to strive 
to be good stewards of God's gifts to 
you. Surround yourself with people and 
thoughts that help you to realize that 
this life and its things are merely tem-
porary. If you're not tithing, start to 
tithe. If you are tithing, STOP, and start 
giving more than 10%. Finally, try to 
simplify your lifestyle and live more 
abundantly. • 
Jane Musser lives in Etters. Pa., where her 
husband Harry pastors the Ridgevue Breth-
ren in Christ Church. 
Christian futurist urges "creative scrounging" 
A Christian futurist predicted Christians will have to 
become "creative scroungers" if they expect to help evangel-
ize the world by the year 2000. Tom Sine, addressing a 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board forum on evange-
lism, painted a future scenario of increasing need and dimin-
ishing resources and declared, "We need to let the Holy 
Spirit flood our imaginations with ways of doing more with 
less." 
Sine, a Presbyterian professor of the University of 
Washington and Seattle Pacific University, founded Com-
munity for New Beginnings, an organization to help 
churches anticipate future changes and create innovative 
biblical ways to respond. He told the group of urban mis-
sion leaders and pastors, "We've underestimated the wealth 
of the church in terms of time, education, money. We need a 
new measure of stewardship." 
Sine stressed "the church must check its signals" as it 
ventures into the '80s and '90s. He reflected that the "sur-
prises" of the '60s and '70s—inflation, energy shortages, 
Vietnam, drug abuse—had found the church unprepared. 
Urging the church to be "pro-active instead of reactive," 
Sine said churches must anticipate changes and invent new 
responses rather than depend on a "long-range planning 
process that assumes the future will be more of the present." 
Sine claimed the church must study the implications of 
the space race, world hunger, the emerging international 
economic order, an urban boom in Third-World cities and 
the possibility of "mega-death" in the atomic age. On a 
national level, a middle class scarcity may create an "us and 
them" barrier between rich and poor, he said. 
"The young people are losing the American dream," he 
noted, "and they're dropping out of church to try and keep 
their place at the party." Instead of continuing to preach a 
"gospel of accumulation," the church must "reconcile the 
haves and the have-nots, and be a catalyst for dramatic 
social change." 
Sine observed that "some churches have psychologically 
taken themselves out of the ballgame, intending to be faith-
ful until Jesus comes, but not expecting things to get better." 
Others are guilty of "jumping on the bandwagon of the 
latest progressive social agenda" without considering bibli-
cal mandates. Many churches "are buying into the Ameri-
can dream and living for number one, forgetting that Jesus 
called us to be servants. We've been eaten alive by secular 
values. God's idea of the future is his kingdom come on 
earth." That won't happen, Sine warned, unless Christians 
"get serious about seeking first the present and coming 
kingdom of God." 
American Christians "have got to realize that we're using 
a lot more than our fair share of God's resources and 
ignoring the biblical premise that all is God's," Sine con-
cluded. "God hasn't blessed us materially because we're so 
good but because he expects us to follow his command ment 
to give it away. Just imagine the impact if a fraction of 






by Alvin J. Book 
Caring and confronting are integral 
principles of Christian living. When lov-
ingly and prayerfully applied to un-
healthy tension, conflict or disruption, 
these principles can bring about restora-
tion. Health can be restored to strained 
relationships which are sometimes bur-
ied beneath the camouflage of a hearty 
handshake or pleasant smile. 
The early Brethren in Christ devel-
oped a zeal for openness in relation-
ships, and aggressively and redemptively 
pursued the restoration of broken rela-
tionships whenever necessary, thus main-
taining unity within the congregation. 
At weekend lovefeasts, it was common 
for the bishop or an elder to address the 
congregation on Matthew 18:15-18. "If 
your brother sins against you, go and 
show him his fault, just between the two 
of you. If he listens to you, you have won 
your brother over. But if he will not 
listen, take one or two others along, so 
that every matter may be established by 
the testimony of two or three witnesses. 
If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to 
the church; and if he refuses to listen 
even to the church, treat him as you 
would a pagan or a tax collector" (NIV). 
The regular preaching on Matthew 18 
kept before everyone the importance of 
keeping all relationships healthy and up-
to-date. Maintaining a clear relation-
ship with God and with fellow believers 
was always a top priority. 
Today, while there is an emphasis on 
openness and candor, there is still the 
clear necessity to reactivate in the church 
the biblical injunction to "go," "tell," 
"listen," "forgive" and "receive"—con-
fronting in love, so as to restore those 
relationships which have degenerated to 
unhealthy and unbiblical levels. 
Certainly, with our desire for the 
church to grow and reach out, the neces-
sity of loving one another without reser-
12 
confronting 
vation is a pre-condition of our usabil-
ity. Healthy growth can thrive only on 
clear, open communication with one 
another. This requires more than token 
effort on the part of members. 
Even so, there are times when it may 
be necessary to enact discipline within 
the congregation that is loving, kind and 
firm. I believe people respond to the 
concept of discipline and receive disci-
pline if there is a clear biblically-based 
understanding of what sin is, what the 
remedy is, and how to restore these rela-
tionships with God and man. 
Congregational teaching and preach-
ing, then, must purposefully focus on 
the Word of God, which emphasizes not 
only obedience to God, but also our 
living free from sin (Romans 6:18), and 
at peace with one another. People need 
good models of positive discipline— 
examples of how to "speak the truth in 
love," "admonish the unruly," or restore 
those "caught in a fault." Leaders in the 
church (including the pastors, teachers, 
youth advisors, and unassigned minis-
ters) should model "speaking the truth 
Disrupters—whether 
they be manipulators, 
fixers, church bosses, 
or snipers—need 
to realize the effect 
they are having 
on the body. 
in love," so that others in the congrega-
tion understand what to do as problems 
may arise within the fellowship. 
Mark Littleton, in the May 1981 issue 
of Christianity Today, lists four prereq-
uisites for discipline to be effective. He 
notes that discipline is successful when 
people have both a clear understanding 
of what sin is and a love for holiness 
(according to such passages as Psalm 
5:4-6 and I Peter 1:13-16). Discipline is 
successful when membership is regarded 
as a responsibility to love, admonish, 
encourage, and build up one another 
(Romans 12:4-5). Discipline is success-
ful in churches where believers practice 
the confession of sin to one another on 
the personal, small group, and some-
times corporate levels (James 5:16). And 
discipline is successful when people are 
taught how to admonish one another, to 
speak the truth in love, and to confront 
each other about sin (I Thessalonians 
5:12-15). 
Restoration through a loving concern 
and confrontation is important when 
someone inadvertently breaks relation-
ships. However, there are times in con-
gregational life when there is intentional 
behavior which tears down and dis-
rupts. Dealing with such purposeful 
negative behavior is very difficult, and 
wisdom must be sought through prayer. 
One "easy way out" is for the disrupter 
to decide to leave the fellowship. But 
every effort needs to be made to bring 
reconciliation. Only after every scriptur-
al guideline has been applied should a 
disrupter be asked to leave. Neverthe-
less, unity within the body is of surpass-
ing importance. 
Bishop Donald Bastion, in the No-
vember 1980 issue of Light and Life, 
speaks to this point in an article entitled, 
"Dealing with Disrupters." He points 
out several types of disrupters who do so 
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much damage in churches that they 
deserve special attention. 
First, there are the manipulators. 
They may try to get their own way by 
threatening to resign f rom committees 
or to withhold financial support . Strug-
gling congregations, feeling they can't 
stand the loss of even one person, often 
give in under pressure. Secondly, there 
are the fixers. These people are not satis-
fied to let final decisions of the body 
stand. They continue debating them 
behind the scenes, even trying to get 
actions reversed. Indecisive people often 
side with them and when they do, unrest 
settles over the congregation and div-
ision results. Thirdly, there are the 
church bosses. No decision is made 
without their approval. Church bosses 
are usually members who have stood by 
the church through the years. They are 
"insiders," strategically placed in the 
structures of the church. Often they are 
persons with means or with charisma. 
Some are not to blame for their status, 
however. They are enthroned by con-
gregations who develop dependency on 
them and will not move in any direction 
without their approval. Then there are 
the snipers. They do their talking the 
next day. Snipers are usually limited in 
their skill for taking part in a give-and-
take open discussion. They fall into the 
bad habit of keeping silent in the special 
meetings and then shooting f rom am-
bush at real or imagined opponents 
later. 
However, Bastion notes, disruptive-
ness is not always bad. The Old Testa-
ment prophets disrupted the status quo 
because they were convinced it was out 
of line with God's will. Jesus also dis-
turbed the well-set opinions of Israel's 
"insiders." 
He considers two types of disruptive 
members who sometimes deserve a bet-
ter hearing than they receive. There are 
the changers, creative people who would 
like to do things with a touch of fresh-
ness. Their ideas may be far out and 
unworkable, yet they may be motivated 
by genuine concern for the good of their 
church. Denied a hearing, they may 
"make waves," and established leaders 
come to view them as disruptive. An-
other group is the outsiders. We have all 
seen this happen: new people begin com-
ing to church. Outwardly there is accep-
tance by the congregation, but deep 
inside there is a "freezing out." New-
comers quickly get the message, and 
those who decide to stay rather than 
leave may be seen by oldtimers as being 
disruptive. 
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Clearly we need to 
reactivate in the 
church the biblical 
injunction to 
"go," "tell," "listen," 
"forgive" and "receive." 
Why is it that some members control, 
boss, or backbite, yet no one seems to 
rebuke them? The most common answer 
is that they have become "insiders." 
Having worked their way into the struc-
tures of the church by long association, 
they and their disturbing ways are toler-
ated and excused by the others. 
But Bastion further points out that 
churches which tolerate troublesome 
members are troubled churches. Char-
acterized by low morale and dissatisfac-
tion, they are often points of departure 
for Christians who want some food and-
fellowship, yet don't want to live with 
conflict. A church of this sort is almost 
always on the decline. 
For a pastor to deal glancing blows at 
such problems f rom the pulpit will only 
make the matter worse. This must be a 
concern for the entire congregation and 
particularly for the church board, which 
is elected by the congregation and charg-
ed with leadership responsibilities. 
Disrupters—whether they be mani-
pulators, fixers, church bosses, or snipers— 
need to realize the effect they are having 
on the body. Confrontat ion in love is 
necessary. Even when disrupters deny 
the charge and act offended, their con-
duct often changes later—an evidence 
that the message has gotten through. 
When two or three people are jeop-
ardizing the order and spiritual wellbe-
ing of one hundred people (more or 
less), should so few be allowed to disrupt 
so many? 
With the complexities of redemptive 
living, and the subtle, multiplied temp-
tations of Satan, speaking the truth in 
love is one of the ways for Christians to 
"carry each other's burdens and so fulfil 
the law of Christ." • 
Alvin J. Book is bishop of the Allegheny 
Conference of the Brethren in Christ Church. 
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Fifty evangelical leaders from 26 
countries, meeting in Grand Rapids in 
June for a week-long consultation, came 
up with "substantial agreement" on the 
relationship between evangelism and 
Christian social responsibility. The Con-
sultation on the Relationship Between 
Evangelism and Social Responsibility 
was jointly sponsored by the World 
Evangelical Fellowship and the Lau-
sanne Committee for World Evangeli-
zation. Although participants were from 
many regions, a slight preponderance 
came from the Third World. 
Evangelicals have debated over the 
past decade the advisability and extent 
of Christian social involvement. Some 
have contended that, because evange-
lism was the primary mission of the 
church, social involvement was a sec-
ondary matter that could distract Chris-
tians f rom their spiritual mission. 
Others—especially those in the Third 
World or in ministry anywhere among 
the poor—have insisted that compas-
sionate Christian involvement is indis-
pensable in giving credibility to gospel 
proclamation. 
Evangelical leaders have recognized 
the need to air the viewpoints in an 
attempt to reach a consensus that would 
point the way to a biblical balance in 
ministry and avoid polarization in the 
evangelical movement. 
The consultation's report says, "Al-
though our agreement was not total, it is 
substantial, and we have been given 
grace to face our disagreements with 
charity." 
One issue that had caused misgivings 
in some evangelicals was a statement in 
the widely accepted Lausanne Cove-
nant, which was adopted by the 4,000 
evangelicals who assembled at the 1974 
International Congress on World Evan-
gelization. After defining and acknowl-
edging the necessity for evangelism and 
social outreach, the statement said, that 
"in the church's mission of sacrificial 
service, evangelism is primary." Some 
evangelicals feared that, if taken in isola-
tion, the words could be construed as 
minimizing social action. 
The consultation in Grand Rapids 
faced up to the misgivings and heard 
from participants who voiced them. The 
conclusion was that everyone could 
endorse the conception of the primacy 
of evangelism when it was properly 
defined. "The very fact of Christian 
social responsibility presupposes social-
ly responsible Christians, and it can only 
be by evangelism and discipling that 
they have become such," states the 
document. 
Another factor that prompted Chris-
tians to recognize the primacy of evan-
gelism, adds the statement, is that "evan-
gelism relates to people's eternal destin-
ies." It points out that "seldom, if ever, 
should we have to choose between satisfy-
ing physical hunger and spiritual hun-
ger, or between healing bodies and sav-
ing souls, since an authentic love for our 
neighbour will lead us to serve him or 
her as a whole person." 
The question that was uppermost, 
however, was that of the specific rela-






"Social action should be a conse-
quence of evangelism," the statement 
notes. Citing biblical evidence, it affirms 
that compassionate service to others 
should flow from transformed lives and 
Christian communities. It adds that 
social action is one of the aims of legiti-
mate evangelism and an evidence of per-
sonal salvation. 
The statement also maintains that 
"social action can be a bridge to evange-
lism. It can break down prejudice and 
suspicion, open closed doors and gain a 
hearing for the gospel." One consulta-
tion participant had warned: "If we turn 
a blind eye to the suffering, the social 
oppression, the alienation and loneli-
ness of people, let us not be surprised if 
they turn a deaf ear to our message of 
eternal salvation." 
Social action is described as the 
partner of evangelism. "Evangelism, 
though not always having a social inten-
tion, nevertheless has a social dimen-
sion, while social responsibility, though 
lacking an evangelistic intention, never-
theless has an evangelistic dimension." 
The document acknowledges that 
"there are still occasions when it is legit-
imate to concentrate on one or the other 
of these two Christian duties." It adds 
that some Christians are gifted in evan-
gelism and others in social ministry and 
that both ministries are needed and 
should be supported and appreciated by 
the Christian community. 
The statement reacts to the conten-
tion in some church circles that all forms 
of mission and service could be regarded 
as evangelism. "Evangelism is not social 
responsibility, nor is social responsibil-
ity evangelism," the evangelicals affirm, 
adding, "Yet each involves the other." 
The statement concludes with a sec-
tion that deals with guidelines for action 
and "a call to obedience." Consultation 
sponsors expect that churches, seminar-
ies, para-church agencies and individual 
Christians will use the report as a basis 
for further study, discussion and direc-
tion. 
To be known as "An Evangelical 
Commitment on the Relationship Be-
tween Evangelism and Social Responsi-
bility," the document is being published 
and will be distributed around the 
world. 
The Rev. John R. W. Stott of Lon-
don, England, a key figure at the consul-
tation, told a closing press conference 
that it was important that the report be 
considered at the local church level. "We 
need to encourage local churches to 
develop specialized groups among their 
members," he said. "Each congregation 
should have evangelism, social service 
and social action units within its member-
ship." 
The respected evangelical leader warn-
ed evangelicals, however, against "pon-
tificating on complex issues." He main-
tained that the challenge was to encour-
age the training of competent resource 
people from the larger evangelical com-
munity. 
Dr. Leighton Ford, Chairman of the 
Lausanne Committee for World Evan-
gelization, told the newsmen, "This con-
sultation has shown that there is much 
more agreement than disagreement a-
mong evangelicals on these crucial 
issues." He added, "We are committed 
both to the great commission to preach 
the gospel and the great commandment 
to love one another." 
The primary problem, according to 
the Rev. Vinay Samuel of India, was not 
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an excessive pre-occupation with either 
evangelism or social action. He sug-
gested that the major problem often 
faced in Third World countries was "the 
absence of both evangelism and social 
action." 
Ford stressed that the consultation 
had not merely dealt with an academic 
theme. Evangelism and social action 
were imperatives, he said, in a world in 
which three billion people were unreach-
ed with the Christian message and in 
which each day one hundred thousand 
people were born and ten thousand died 
of starvation. • 
The number of Americans living be-
low the official poverty line now stands 
at 13 percent. In August, over 10 million 
Americans lacked work—a jobless rate 
of 9.8 percent, the highest rate since the 
United States left the Great Depression 
and entered World War II. 
In the New York City communities 
where 16 Mennonite and Brethren in 
Christ congregations are located, the 
unemployment rate is much higher. As 
federal public assistance shrinks, mem-
bers of these congregations receive more 
and more requests from their neighbors 
for food and assistance. 
In response to this need, Pennsylva-
nia and New York City churches are 
participating in a Grocery Sharing Pro-
ject, a new four-month project organ-
ized by Mennonite Central Committee 
U.S. 
Through this project, members of 
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ church-
es in four eastern Pennsylvania confer-
ences gather and transport bags of groc-
eries to New York City churches. Mem-
bers of these New York City churches 
then distribute the groceries to persons 
in need. 
New York City churches, surrounded 
by acres of concrete which produce little 
food, welcome this assistance. "If you 
give us food, we will give you people in 
need," said a representative of the Uni-
ted Revival Mennonite Church. 
In July and August congregations 
from Lancaster and Atlantic Coast con-
ferences sent 397 bags of groceries to five 
congregations to North and South 
Bronx. Merv Horst, pastor of Friend-
ship Community Church in Bronx, wrote 
to MCC U.S. program director H. A. 
Penner, "Be assured the food was receiv-
ed with much gratitude and apprecia-
tion." The members of the Friendship 
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Bags of groceries from Mennonite and Brethren in Christ churches in Pennsylvania 
are unloaded at Burnside Mennonite Fellowship in Bronx, New York City. Members of 
the church will distribute these groceries to needy persons and families in the area. 
Community Church distributed the gro-
ceries to senior citizens who have diffi-
culty meeting their budgets and to 
women who are single heads of house-
holds and have difficulty feeding their 
children. 
In August, members of Brethren in 
Christ churches filled approximately 
300 grocery bags to be delivered to New 
York churches the first week in Sep-
tember for distribution in Brooklyn and 
Queens. 
The first week in October Franconia 
Conference and Eastern District Gen-
eral Conference churches will send 
another 300 bags to these churches in 
Queens and Brooklyn. 
MCC U. S. provided grocery bags 
printed with the MCC logo for the 
churches to fill. Each bag contains five 
pounds of flour, two pounds of dry 
beans, cans of vegetables and fruit, rice, 
cornmeal and other staple foods. Sheets 
with suggested recipes written in Span-
ish and English were 
also inserted in the 
bags to help recip-
ients utilize any food 
items with which 
they are not familiar. 
Although this is a 
pilot project, church-
es which participate 
may wish to contin-
ue in their own way, 
i d e n t i f y i n g p o o r 
churches locally or 
nearby to which 
they can contribute 
food. 
Dave Brubaker, staff assistant of the 
Brethren in Christ Commission on 
Peace and Social Concerns, sent sample 
bags to the pastors of each Brethren in 
Christ congregation in the United States, 
urging the congregations to begin filling 
bags for the poor in New York City or in 
their hometowns. 
He reported, "This project has prob-
ably been the most successful project in 
my two years with the Commission on 
Peace & Social Concerns. We've had 
requests for more than 600 bags from 
Oklahoma, Kansas, Ohio, Pennsylva-
nia, and Virginia." Over 400 of the 
Brethren in Christ grocery bags will be 
distributed in New York City. Approx-
imately another two hundred bags will 
be distributed by Brethren in Christ 
congregations to needy persons in their 
local neighborhoods.—Charmayne Den-
linger Brubaker, MCC Information 
Services 
Brethren in Christ 




Missionary Marshall Poe and son 
Keith were among those present for the 
7:00 p.m.-5:00 a.m. watch night service 
for dedication of the church building at 
Las Minus de Kisilala May 22-23, 1982. 
Here Marshall tells about the difficulties 
and victories of Brethren in Christ in 
Nicaragua's rural eastern department, 
Zelaya. 
With great difficulty 
It seemed difficult enough just to get 
to the new church. After a long bus ride 
and several hours in motored canoe, we 
spent Friday night with some families at 
Salto Mataka, where there is a Brethren 
in Christ congregation. About 9:30 Sat-
urday morning, after rounding up 
enough horses, mules and saddles, we 
set out on the next part of our journey. 
We slid or jumped into numerous river 
beds and climbed up the other side. 
There were at least 31 paddock "gates" 
that had to be opened and closed. Four 
times we passed through areas of virgin 
forest with trees more than 100 feet tall 
and thick undergrowth and vines cross-
ing our path. In the distance we could 
hear the screams of monkeys. Around 
2:00 p.m. it started to rain. We folded 
our valuable papers into plastic bags 
and actually enjoyed getting wet after 
several hours in the hot sun. 
Finally at 3:30 p.m. we saw a lonely 
house on a hill and were told we had 
arrived. Others had already come. 
Throughout the late afternoon more 
continued to arrive, until by night there 
were more than 100 horses and mules in 
a field near the church and a great heap 
of saddles and riding gear in one of the 
bedrooms of the house. 
Several hundred yards from the house 
was the new church, measuring approx-
imately 40 by 22 feet. It had a concrete 
floor, wooden frame and sides, and a tin 
roof. On each side of the aisle were 12 
backless benches, made by the men of 
the community. 
I learned that the cement, nails, and 
tin had been brought from Rama—a Vi 
hour truck ride to the river, 1 Vi hours by 
canoe up river, and at least 4'/$ hours by 
pack horse. The hand-sawed lumber 
bought from a local dealer (an hour 
away by foot) had been carried on men's 
shoulders, and the sand and gravel dug 
up out of a river bed, put into sacks and 
carted by pack horse for at least an hour. 
The wonderful thing, however, is that 
these people did not complain or think 
they were disadvantaged. They reported 
various joyful work days for the church 
construction and certainly, as in Nehe-
miah's day, had a mind to work and 
complete their task. 
Contending with mud 
According to the encyclopedia, the 
department of Zelaya can easily have up 
to 100 inches of rain per year. (Compare 
this with the 42 inches Pennsylvania 
averages yearly.) There are several 
months in Nicaragua when it does not 
rain at all, raising the monthly average 
for the rest of the year. When Roy Sider 
told me several years ago about the mud 
and that everyone wears leather or 
rubber boots, I failed to catch the signif-
icance. Here, with no crushed stones to 
fill in holes and the absence of sidewalks, 
contending with mud is a daily activity. 
Above—The newly-dedicated church 
building at Las Minas de Kisilala, the fifth 
church structure to be built by the 
Brethren in Christ in Zelaya. 
Left—The house where services were 
held in Las Minas de Kisilala before con-
struction of the church building. 
Right—Keith Poe on his horse after 
nearly five hours in the saddle. 




by Marshall Poe 
At the dedication service, the floor of 
the church and house was soon covered 
by nearly Vi inch of mud due to the 
constant traffic. No one got excited or 
embarrassed. We might as well have 
been walking on carpet. 
Experiencing the victory 
That night the mud and difficulties of 
travel soon were forgotten as the people 
basked in the joy of realizing another 
milestone in the life of the congregation. 
There were representatives from at least 
ten congregations. Some had travelled 
two days; others walked or rode eight 
hours the same day to get there for the 
evening service. The three services 
throughout the night—with two breaks 
for times of fellowship and refresh-
ments—were filled with much singing, 
testimonies, a variety of special songs, 
•y/tr- •« . • 
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the act of dedication, a wedding, three 
sermons and two films. Some brethren 
lugged a small Honda generator and 
movie projector for hours by pack horse 
just to show the films and to have good 
light for this service. 
Early Sunday morning the crowd 
began to thin. After all were offered 
food (in shifts) and many had gone, the 
pastor invited those remaining to gather 
in the church for a farewell prayer and 
blessing for all the travellers. I expected 
this to be a ten or fifteen minute session 
as the rest were eager to be on their way. 
After a few choruses and scripture read-
ing, first one, then another, asked to 
testify. All reported how God had help-
ed them recently and had blessed them 
in the night service. Suddenly no one 
was ready to leave. As the group waited 
together, the presence of God over-
whelmed them. Some began to cry for 
joy. Others hugged their neighbors and 
many knelt and prayed. 
There I was on a distant hilltop in a 
simple chapel, witnessing and experienc-
ing God's presence with my brothers 
and sisters. It was all so unexpected and 
unplanned, yet real and satisfying. I felt 
as if I was one of the most privileged of 
persons to witness and share in this 
event. 
Surely the Lord's arm is not short to 
manifest himself anywhere he pleases. 
God is building his church worldwide; 
our brothers and sisters in Nicaragua 
are a real and vital part of it. • 
You can help 
build a church 
The 1982 "Partnership Handbook" 
features eight emerging congregations in 
Nicaragua which need suitable facilities 
for worship. So far, only one of these 
has been chosen as a project this year; 
seven others are still available. For more 
information about how you can provide 
tangible support for the church in Nica-
ragua, contact Project Coordinator 
Verna Mae Ressler, Brethren in Christ 
Missions, P. O. Box 27, Mount Joy, PA 
17552-0027; (717) 653-8067. 
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Jacob 
by Marshall Poe 
I studied his physical characteristics; I 
watched his bodily movements; I thought 
about his history. He was Jacob Mar-
tinez, pastor of the Las Minas de Kis-
ilala congregation. What makes him 
tick? 
I knew that formerly he was a Roman 
Catholic lay priest. He was certainly bet-
ter educated than most of his brethren. I 
had heard him tell others about some of 
his former studies. All of the lectures 
were well-presented by his superiors. 
Some he had liked. Others he realized 
were quite theoretical and missed the 
point of helping man in his deepest need. 
He did not have the dark hair that 
most Latins have. It was almost blond 
and his complexion quite fair. I could 
almost picture him in Europe perform-
ing his priestly duties. His physical 
appearance made him stand out from 
the rest. 
However, his actions intrigued me 
most of all. When we prayed, he liked to 
kneel even if everyone else stood. He 
would almost shout at God with hands 
raised to heaven. I wondered if his 
former manner of praying did not have 
any restraining influence over him so as 
not to look so foolish. Then when we 
sang, he lifted his face upward and used 
all the volume he could muster until his 
neck muscles stood out prominently. He 
clapped with such enthusiasm that soon 
his face became flushed and covered 
with perspiration. 
I had seen people equally emotionally 
involved cheering at sports events and 
bull fights, but not so often in church. 
Why did this former lay priest get so 
excited in church? Why did he now like 
to quote a lot of Bible verses and not talk 
much about theory and philosophy? 
I could have asked Jacob, but I think 
I already knew. It was the Holy Spirit 
who entered this man. The change in his 
life was so profound it not only changed 
his world view, but also his manner of 
worship and speaking. 
Neither Jacob nor I would suggest 
that all of us should act the same way. I 
am convinced, however, that although it 
is rare and different from what I would 
expect, Jacob's new way of living and 
expressing himself is authentic. He is 
another example of the variety of indi-
viduals making up the body of Christ. • 
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The Gilmores' neighborhood in Montalban, Caracas, 
Venezuela: "a city of high-rise apartments." 
Brethren in Christ in Venezuela 
Beginnings 
by Gordon Gilmore 
On February 12, 1982, the Gilmore 
family—Gordon, Susan, Benjamin and 
Charity—arrived at the Simon Bolivar 
In ternat ional Airpor t in Maiquet ia , 
Venezuela. It was exciting and a little 
frightening to finally set foot on the land 
that Brethren in Christ Missions had 
chosen for a new church-planting minis-
try. It was encouraging to be greeted at 
the airport by Anthony Chamberlain 
(Brethren in Christ Missions) and Rus-
sel and Dorothy Van Vleet (Evangelical 
Mennonite missionaries). Our friends 
drove us directly to what would be our 
new home in Montalban (Caracas, Vene-
zuela). It was evident our new home 
would be in a city of high-rise apartment 
buildings. 
Gordon and Susan Gilmore are the found-
ing couple of a Brethren in Christ church-
planting mission in Venezuela's capital, 
Caracas. 
We found the condominiun apart-
ment to be spacious and well-suited to a 
Bible study/house church ministry. Even 
though there was little furniture in the 
apartment , we knew that in due time it 
would become a comfortable home. A 
quick view f rom the balcony brought to 
mind the fact that the thousands of peo-
ple living in the apartment buildings all 
around us were the people to whom we 
had come to share Christ and his gospel. 
After some settling into our new 
home, we learned that our applications 
for one year visas to remain in Venezu-
ela had been denied. A letter f rom the 
M inistry of Religion (Cultos) stated that 
the permission to obtain one year tran-
sient visas had been rejected. Upon 
receiving this discouraging news we all 
felt somewhat dejected. Tony Chamber-
lain further informed us that the Minis-
try of Religion had issued denials of 
applications for approximately seventy 
other missionary visas. The good news 
was that probably this situation would 
change in due time and that the denials 
would be short-term. We decided we 
should not worry, but would trust God's 
plan for our lives and ask the brother-
hood to pray. 
In the weeks that followed we discov-
ered how necessary it was to obtain 
transient visas to remain in Venezuela. 
Without a transient visa one cannot 
obtain a cedula (official identity card). A 
cedula is needed for banking, owning 
and driving a car, and in general doing 
anything of a legal or business nature. 
God knew we needed our transient visas 
and began to do a miracle. 
Our first Sunday morning in Venezu-
ela, we attended a large evangelical 
church. The pastor invited me to bring 
greetings in Spanish. My words were 
few, but I did mention that we needed 
visas to remain in Venezuela. I asked the 
congregation to pray for this need. In 
the afternoon the pastor called to say a 
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As of this writing, the situation regard-
ing visas for missionaries is worsening, 
rather than being rectified. Please pray 
for the door to open in this matter. 
lady had mentioned to him after the 
service that she could help us obtain 
transient visas. This woman had an 
important position in the department of 
government ultimately responsible for 
granting visas to foreigners. 
In a few weeks this lady wrote a brief 
note to the director in charge of foreign-
ers' visas, asking him to help us, if possi-
ble. For various reasons, we never met 
this woman. We took this note to the 
director's office. Without even meeting 
him personally—only his secretary—we 
received the visas necessary to live and 
work in Venezuela. 
We are becoming aware more and 
more that we are in Caracas on a God-
planned mission for this time in our 
lives. We are praying that God will bring 
us into contact with people he has pre-
pared and whose lives are open to 
receive the salvation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. There will always be obstacles to 
hinder our mission and ministry. How-
ever, if our Heavenly Father is interested 
in visas, how much more is he interested 
in giving life in his Son to those who live 
in spiritual confusion and darkness. • 
The Gilmore family: on their first night 
in Caracas they learned that their appli-
cations for visas had been denied. 




When Loraine Buckwalter of Birds-
boro, Pa., arrived in Zimbabwe in 
October 1980 she found hospitals lack-
ing medicines, equipment and even 
beds. Windows were out, and buildings 
needed major structural repairs. The 
fighting that led to majority rule in early 
1980 had also taken a heavy toll on the 
country's health care facilities, forcing 
many to close 
The situation has improved dramati-
cally since then. Buckwalter, sent by 
MCC at the request of Zimbabwe's 
Brethren in Christ Church, has helped 
coordinate the reconstruction and staff-
ing of the church's two hospitals and 
two clinics in Matabeleland, in the 
southwestern section of the country. 
Windows and doors were replaced, 
and wiring and plumbing redone. At the 
45-bed Phumula Hospital, located in a 
semi-desert area 135 miles northwest of 
Bulawayo, workers put up a new roof 
on half of the hospital that had been 
burned. The Ministry of Water Devel-
opment assisted in reopening a borehole 
and replacing pipes and storage tanks. 
Buckwalter credits the efforts of 
Brethren in Christ Bishop S. N. Ndlovu 
for making much of the reconstruction 
possible. Ndlovu worked at obtaining 
funding from the Zimbabwean Chris-
tian Council, World Vision, the Minis-
try of Health and other donor agencies. 
MCC helped provide a vehicle for one 
of the hospitals. 
As the patient load of the hospitals 
and clinics increased, the church hired 
more staff. The 90-bed Mtshabezi Hos-
pital, formerly headed by only a medical 
assistant, now has a doctor, registered 
nurse and administrator among its 25-
person staff. Phumula Hospital has also 
added a local administrator, who per-
forms some of the functions formerly 
done by Buckwalter. 
"We found the administrators very 
necessary, since the load was getting too 
MCC Zimbabwe nurse Loraine Buck-
waiter and other nurses inspecting war-
damaged Phumula Hospital. 
big for one centrally stationed person in 
Bulawayo," explains Buckwalter. "This 
will also help the local people be more 
involved in the needs of the hospital." 
An increasingly important part of the 
church's health care program is work 
with children under five. Several times a 
month health teams go out to rural areas 
to provide clinics for young children and 
their mothers. MCCer Chris Newcomer 
of Waynesboro, Pa., is part of one such 
team. 
Buckwalter reports lack of personnel 
and poor roads have limited the number 
of clinics they have held in the remote 
Phumula area. She notes, "I had the 
experience of being stuck several times 
and wore out the V W Transporter which 
MCC provided for me. Now they pro-
vided a four-wheel drive, which should 
be stronger and get through some of the 
bad places." 
Despite an improved situation, the 
hospitals and clinics of Zimbabwe's 
Brethren in Christ Church continue to 
struggle with serious needs. A drought 
threatens the water supply at two loca-
tions. Phumula Hospital lacks equip-
ment for emergency telecommunica-
tions, depending instead on the mail. A 
shortage of trained staff is another 
problem. 
Says Buckwalter, "Pray for these 
needs and the administrators as they 
take on the responsibilities of the 
hospitals." • 
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India Church Planting 
Progress Reports 
From North Bihar: 
Background 
When Rev. Roy Sider visited India in 
1979, he proposed a plan for having 
church-planting pastors. The plan includ-
ed a goal of establishing sufficient church-
es in five years to fully support these 
pastors. Two young men, Moses Mir-
andi and Samuel Hembrom, came for-
ward and initiated the work in Mur-
mala, a village 20 kilometers f rom 
Banmankhi. 
In November 1981 three more broth-
ers joined Moses and Samuel: Jasaya 
Besra, Johan Mirandi and Binod Kach-
chap. Jasaya and Johan, being Santali, 
worked among the Santali people; 
Binod worked alone among the Uraon 
people. 
In November 1981 we also had a 
church-planting seminar with Dr. Roger 
Hedlundand Rev. Harvey Sider (report-
ed in January 25, 1982, Evangelical Vis-
itor). Following the seminar, we church 
planters proposed a plan and set a goal. 
We chose ten villages and set the goal of 
ten converts in each village in one year. 
Fruit 
Four of us started working Murmala, 
Kushala, Phultola, and other villages. 
Brother Binod began working in the vil-
lage of Bhotia, ten kilometers south of 
Banmankhi. A few days of labor showed 
its effect. We praise God that on Decem-
ber 22, 1981, nine people were converted 
and were baptized. 
Opposition 
We started a new church in Murmala. 
But Satan was also at work. First, the 
people of Murmala had some enmity 
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with the Hindu landlords of that area. 
One day they had a fight. Second, the 
village leader was completely opposed 
to us and didn't want any of his villagers 
to become Christians. He ordered them 
to shoot us with arrows when we went to 
Murmala. Third, one lady, a new con-
vert, died of a long sickness. Some of the 
new converts left the village and our 
work was disturbed. However, we are 
still gathering for worship in the nearby 
village and believers from Murmala are 
also meeting. 
New fields 
Now we have opened a new field in 
Supoul, north of Saharsa, where we 
expect some new converts soon. We are 
considering a new field in Araghat, 
south of Madhipura. Brother Binod 
Kachchap also expects some fruit in 
Bhotia. We are thinking of going to 
Nepal to learn about possibilities of 
opening new churches there. Both San-
tali and Uraon communities are open 
and hungry for the gospel. 
One difficulty still remains—Brothers 
Jasaya, Johan and Binod do not have 
cycles yet. They are working with others' 
cycles. We hope that these brothers will 
soon get the cycles. 
Until now we have been able to start 
only one church. The pace seems slow. 
We believe God will bless us in the work, 
so that by the end of the five-year plan 
more churches will be established and 
we will be self-supported. We praise 
God who has inspired us to give our-
selves for the great ministry of evange-
lism and church planting. We hope you 
will be praying for us that God will use 
Five of these six men are church-
planting pastors in North Bihar. From 
left to right, they are Binod Kachchap, 
Emmanuel Hembrom (not involved in 
church planting in North Bihar), Moses 
Mirandi, Jasaya Besra, Samuel Hem-
brom, and Johan Mirandi. 
us mightily and more people will come 
to know Christ as their personal Savior. 






In 1981 Pramod Roul, a Brethren in 
Christ member, began a new outreach in 
Orissa state, located along India's Bay of 
Bengal coast. This pioneer missionary 
effort focuses on Baudh, a town of 
12,000 people with only one Christian 
family. The nearby towns of Balangir 
(pop. 16-18,000) and Puruna Cuttack 
(pop. 12,000) are served by one Luther-
an church. 
Pramod receives financial support 
from the Board for Missions through 
the Brethren in Christ Church in North 
Bihar. A Christian man, Mr. Praffula 
Kumar Samantray, has been helping 
advise Pramod in the Orissa outreach. 
Here are Pramod's comments and 
description of the Orissa work: 
"After coming to Baudh we had to 
face opposition. Various times they 
threatened us, saying we could not stay 
or do any preaching. On January 25 
(1982) at 9:45 p.m., they threw stones at 
our center. The Lord has protected us 
from all dangers. We believe that many 
people are praying for us. 
"People here in Baudh object to us 
distributing literature. However, nine 
persons came and took literature from 
our center. Out of these nine, two per-
sons are taking an interest in reading the 
gospel. Please pray for them. 
"Now we are concentrating on inte-
rior villages, located 45 to 60 kilometers 
from Baudh. We go to weekly markets 
to preach, distribute tracts, and sell 
literature. We are trying to establish 
friendships with political leaders and vil-
lage elders. So far we have been wel-
comed to preach the gospel in six or 
seven of these villages. 
"Recently, one family who under-
stands the gospel prayed to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Please pray for this family, 
so they will come to a saving knowledge 






Sharing the gospel: the expression has 
a familiar sound to Brethren in Christ 
who have been enthusiastically engaged 
in evangelism and missions for nearly a 
century. And yet, we will all agree, there 
is much more to learn, much more to do, 
in winning people to Christ. Thus it is 
with a sense of anticipation of good 
things to come that one opens Sharing 
the Gospel, the sixth volume in the adult 
curriculum of the Foundation Series. 
It helps that the book is written by a 
long-term missionary. Robert Ramseyer 
has spent most of the years since 1954 
serving in Japan under the General Con-
ference Mennonite Church. He thus 
writes out of a long and rich missionary 
experience, but also out of a deep com-
mitment to understanding how the Bible 
can guide us in the evangelism of our 
own day. 
Ramseyer divides his book into two 
parts. In the first, he discusses what the 
Bible has to say about salvation and 
how the good news of salvation has been 
shared through the centuries, particu-
larly within the Anabaptist heritage. 
The gospel is a whole gospel, he main-
tains; it saves f r o m sin and it addresses 
the problems caused by sin, such as pov-
erty and injustice. Our Anabapt is t 
ancestors understood this dual part of 
salvation. At great risk they preached a 
holistic salvation that they recognized 
was central to the teachings of Jesus and 
the practice of the New Testament 
church. 
But there is more to evangelism than 
understanding what the Bible says about 
salvation and how our ancestors prac-
ticed it: there is also our own doing, our 
own sharing. This is the concern of the 
second part of the book. Here Ramseyer 
explores the many fruitful ways in which 
evangelism may be done—in preaching, 
teaching, healing, helping the poor, bring-
ing the word of judgment, and more. 
Dr. Sider, church archivist and a member 
of the Messiah College faculty, is the 
Brethren in Christ editor for the Youth and 
Adult Foundation Series. 
by Robert L. Ramseyer 
Reviewed by E. Morris Sider 
The character and quality of the book 
is best shown by sampling the author's 
views on specific issues and difficult 
questions. In the opening chapter, for 
example, he raises what for some may 
be a couple of delicate questions: Do we 
really believe that salvation is only in 
Jesus Christ? And if so, will this not 
sound arrogant, especially to non-Chris-
tians in cultures other than our own? 
Ramseyer answers yes to both ques-
tions, and then insists that "one aspect of 
mission to which we must give major 
attention is the sharing of the good news 
of God's love in ways that actually 
communicate love and good news rather 
than aggressive arrogance" (page 20). 
In one of his best chapters, Ramseyer 
convincingly shows that evangelism 
means words and deeds. Service of good 
works is not sufficient without the 
spoken word of testimony, but testi-
mony also needs to be enforced by good 
works. "We need to understand that 
actions need interpretation and explan-
ation in order to be understood; we also 
need to understand that words need 
actions to demonstrate that what is 
being talked about is indeed a practical 
possibility and not just a visionary ideal" 
(page 32). 
Some North American Christians, 
Ramseyer points out, consider that we 
should concentrate on evangelism in our 
own countries (Canada and the United 
States). Let the Christians of other 
countries, these people say, evangelize 
their own areas, a task they can better 
accomplish because they are working 
within their own culture. Ramseyer does 
not agree. Think, he says, of the ways in 
which we can all be mutually advan-
taged by working with each other, and 
cites among his proofs a congregation in 
Indiana that began to witness more ef-
fectively because of insights gained f rom 
a Vietnamese family that had come to 
live and work with them (chapter 4). 
We all believe, and rightly so, that 
conve r s ion means r e p e n t a n c e and 
change. But, the author asks, "who 
decides just what concrete, specific 
changes indicate true repentance in any 
specific situation," especially in a non-
American culture? Our task, he responds 
to his own question, is to share the gos-
pel with others as fully and completely 
as possible; "then we trust the Holy 
Spirit to lead these persons to an under-
standing of the concrete forms repent-
ance will take in their lives" (page 73). 
On the other hand, part of sharing the 
gospel is to share all things. Ramseyer 
categorically rejects the tendency of 
some church-growth people to preach a 
minimal gospel—just enough to get 
people saved—for fear of scaring people 
away f rom Christ and the church. Shar-
ing the gospel means teaching people to 
observe all things. The danger that this 
approach will scare people away f rom 
the church, the author obviously thinks, 
is greatly exaggerated (Chapter 8). 
For all those who sit in Sunday school 
class working up guilt complexes over 
talking about evangelism and helping 
those in need but not doing anything 
about it because the work seems so great 
and far away, Ramseyer has a clear and 
simple word: the story of the Good 
Samaritan "tells us to get away f rom our 
television sets and help people in the 
communities in which we live" (page 
116). 
How is it possible to share the gospel 
across cultural barriers? We are able to 
do so, Ramseyer points out, because in 
Christ we are made into "one new race 
of people." The very nature of the 
church is that it "transcends all ordinary 
human distinctions and unites people 
into one new people of God." But we 
need to see the difference between the 
essence of the gospel and cultural expres-
sions. Thus the church in Africa, or 
Japan, or India may in some ways look 
different f rom what it does in America. 
We must make a "genuine effort to 
understand the world f rom the perspec-
tive of the people with whom we share" 
(chapter 12). 
"Do it!" are Ramseyer's final words. 
Get started! Nothing succeeds like at 
least trying! "Perhaps the best way of 
recapturing first-generation enthusiasm 
in the church is to share the gospel and 
see the joy and change which comes 
when people consciously become part of 
God's people" (page 157). • 
Sharing the Gospel will be available 
for study in the December-February 
quarter. To order, contact your nearest 
Christian Light Bookstore. 





and Relationships Retreat 
Our teenagers today are plagued with 
cultural myths. Television and movies 
tell them the "acceptable" way to live. 
Fashion designers and magazines dic-
tate the "proper" way to dress. Popular 
music and peers spell out the values to 
which they "ought" to adhere. At every 
corner, a young person is confronted 
with colorfully-wrapped boxes, tied up 
with bright rainbow ribbons—deceptive-
ly concealing nothing but empty promis-
es. 
Myths eat away at the foundation of 
young faith. They distort, erode, and 
eventually destroy the truth upon which 
a teenager's hope is built. The role of the 
church has been and continues to be the 
searching out of these myths in all of life, 
and the exposure of them by means of 
the light which "enlightens all men." 
A great number of the myths a young 
person faces in adolescence involve the 
area of human sexuality. No other topic 
sparks as much interest, anxiety, and 
confusion as does this one. But, whether 
it is the myth that sex is "dirty" and not 
to be talked about, or that sexual activ-
ity outside of the bonds of marriage is 
perfectly acceptable—whether the myth 
concerns kissing, communication, or 
calling someone on the phone—the 
principle remains that truth must be 
revealed at all costs. 
The realization of the importance of 
this exposition of truth has consistently 
been the motivating force behind the 
Brethren in Christ Pacific Conference 
Human Sexuality and Relationships 
retreats, held quadrennially over the 
past eight years. The third and most 
recent such event was held earlier this 
year at Forest Home Camp in southern 
California, attended by 43 high school 
young people from the southern Cali-
fornia Brethren in Christ churches. 
Speakers included Carol Beckendam, 
director of a counseling ministry affil-
iated with the Pomona First Baptist 
by Perry Engle 
Church, Pomona; Curtis Byer, profes-
sor at Mount San Antonio College, 
Walnut (also a member of the Upland 
congregation and of the denominational 
Board of Christian Education); and 
Steve Russo, Pomona Valley director of 
Campus Life (Youth for Christ). The 
combined expertise of this trio provided 
for excellent guidance and instruction 
for the weekend. 
The purpose of the retreat was to take 
a look at different aspects of human 
sexuality and interpersonal relationships 
in light of the principles set forth in 
Scripture. The campers were told to feel 
free to ask any questions they might 
have concerning anything related to 
these topics. All information was pre-
sented based on the assumption that 
everything God has created—including 
sex and sexuality—is in and of itself 
good. As the Apostle Paul wrote, "All 
things have been created by him and for 
him" (Col. 1:16). All of creation is 
intrinsically good, each part of it 
brought forth to provide opportunity to 
bestow upon our Heavenly Father the 
glory he deserves. 
The weekend was commenced by giv-
ing each of the campers a written survey 
of "sexual attitudes, information, and 
practices." The survey served a dual 
purpose. First, it challenged the campers 
to consider their own perceptions and 
convictions concerning sex and sexual-
ity. Secondly, it provided the staff with 
the opportunity to become acquainted 
with the group's feelings and its level of 
awareness regarding these matters. 
Each camper attended all of the six 
individual sessions during the course of 
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New BCE office 
In conjunct ion with the appointment of Ken Letner as 
Associate Director of Christian Education, the United 
States off ice of the Board of Christian Education has been 
relocated from Nappanee, IN to the Missions Center at 500 
S. Angle St., P. O. Box 27, Mt. Joy, PA 17552. The phone 
number is 717-653-4321. All correspondence should now 
be directed to this address. The Canadian office will remain 
at the same location. 
the weekend. Carol Beckendam discuss-
ed areas of interpersonal communica-
tion and the different facets of love and 
commitment within a relationship. Cur-
tis Byer gave presentations on sexual 
physiology, development of relationships 
and intimacy, and the moral implica-
tions of participation in premarital sex 
relations. Steve Russo rounded out the 
time with a talk on how to deal with guilt 
and peer pressure, and an illustrated 
presentation on the problems confront-
ing teenagers by the bombardment of 
sexually explicit messages in television, 
movies, advertisements, and popular 
music. 
A highlight of the weekend was a 
panel discussion during which the re-
treat speakers fielded questions f rom the 
campers. Discussion topics ranged f rom 
abort ion to incest and homosexuality. 
The a tmosphere of openness sparked 
unembarrassed conversation between 
the speakers and campers. As was the 
case in all of the sessions, male and 
female campers sat through the discus-
sion together. Needless to say, time ran 
out long before the questions did. 
The retreat was by no means all work 
and no play. Saturday af ternoon was 
filled with volleyball, softball, frisbee-
soccer, and relaxing walks in the envir-
ons of the San Bernardino mountains. 
The evenings included interaction games 
and group singing. 
The response to the weekend was 
overwhe lming ly posi t ive. Said one 
sixteen-year old boy, "I just had a long 
talk with my girlfriend about some of 
these things. It's great! I've never been 
able to talk with a girl this openly ever 
before!" A fifteen-year old girl affirmed 
that this was "the best camp" she had 
ever attended. Others echoed the same 
word of appreciation for the openness of 
the retreat. 
To be sure, it was a weekend of de-
mythologizing and a time for the gaining 
of biblical prespective. For many, it was 
also a period of repentance and of 
renewed commitment to God. For all, it 
was a time of growth and maturation. 
The "sexua l i n f o r m a t i o n " survey 
taken at the beginning of the weekend 
provided some insights f rom which to 
make some key observations. Almost 
three-fourths of those polled expressed 
that they felt the "ideal source of sex 
information" was either their parents or 
the church. However, when asked what 
had been their own "primary source of 
sex information," less than one quarter 
mentioned the home or the church set-
ting. Eighteen of the 43 polled said 
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school had been the primary source of 
sex information, while only one said the 
church. 
There is no reason to believe that this 
group of 43 young people is any differ-
ent than any other group of teenagers 
within our denomination. The message 
they are relating is clear. The reality is 
that our young people are acquiring the 
bulk of their information concerning 
sex f rom outside the church and f rom 
outside the family. The problem with 
this is that they are receiving informa-
tion void of biblical perspective. When 
we allow information to be divorced 
f rom perspective, we allow the perpe-
tuation of the myths that destroy young 
lives. 
It is time that parents and the church 
take seriously the call for the education 
of our young people in this area of sexu-
ality. How might this be done? Parents 
should speak to their children frankly 
Another example of the church 
attempting to minister to teenagers in 
the area of sexuality is a Sunday 
school class conducted this summer 
at the Grantham Brethren in Christ 
Church. 
The special six-week course was 
presented to the 11th and 12th grade 
Sunday school class. Parents attend-
ed with their teens three out of the six 
weeks. Several resources were used as 
references, including Lew Smedes' 
Sex for Christians and Clifford and 
Joyce Penner's The Gift of Sex. 
Discussion centered on several as-
pects of human sexuality and rela-
tionships: (1) human physiology and 
anatomy, including several of the 
potential sexual problems that teens 
face; (2) the nature of courtship, 
including definitions of love and mar-
riage and the mate selection process; 
and (3) guidelines on what is appro-
priate sexual behavior for Christians 
before marriage. 
The class was conducted by two 
married couples who are members of 
and factually about sex and its place in 
life. Congrega t ions t h r o u g h o u t the 
brotherhood should consider organiza-
ing their own human sexuality retreats 
for teens. Also, the dedication of the 
next Let Youth Decide conference to the 
topic of sexuality would be a positive 
step towards beginning to meet the 
needs of a great many of our youth. 
The challenge has been presented to 
us by our young people. If we do not rise 
to meet the challenge, the secular world 
will continue to do so. Our youth must 
receive their teaching on relationships 
and morals f rom within the Kingdom. 
Otherwise, it is evident they will cer-
tainly receive it f rom without. • 
Perry Engle, the director of the third 
Pacific Conference Human Sexuality and 
Relationships Retreat, is youth pastor of the 
Chino Brethren in Christ Church. 
the Grantham congregation. Jake 
and Mary Thiessen have led numer-
ous marriage enrichment seminars 
together. Jake is chairman of the 
Home and Family Studies Depart-
ment at Messiah College and Assis-
tant Professor of Marriage and the 
Family. Jay and Barbara Barnes 
have also taught courses together on 
sexuality, courtship and marriage. 
Jay is Dean of Student Development 
at Messiah College. 
Those participating in the class felt 
that it was very worthwhile, despite 
several problems which should be 
noted for the future. Because the 
class was offered during the summer, 
sporadic attendance prevented the 
continuity that is desirable in such a 
class. Secondly, while theoretically 
parents' attendance with their teens is 
a good idea and does indeed have 
benefits, in practice it can inhibit free 
discussion. Third, the leaders felt that 
such a course should be a regular 
rather than incidental part of the 
Sunday school curriculum. 
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Grantham congregation 
conducts Sunday school 
class on human sexuality 
by Harriet Bicksler 
I 
Christians confronting 
the nuclear arms race 
by Devon Bontrager 
Brethren in Christ Evaluations of 
New Call to Peacemaking Conference 
The third New Call to Peacemaking 
Conference convened June 17-20, 1982 
at the Elizabethtown College, Elizabeth-
town, Pa. Speakers addressing the 
theme "Christians Confronting the Nu-
clear Arms Race" included Gordon and 
Mary Cosby, John H. Yoder, Daniel 
Berrigan, Jim Wallis, and Myron Augs-
burger. 
Approximately a dozen Brethren in 
Christ attended the sessions, coming 
from the Allegheny, Atlantic, Central 
and Midwest regional conferences. In 
the following paragraphs, one person 
from each of these regions shares his 
impressions of the New Call Conference. 
A. Graybill Brubaker (pastor and secre-
tary of Allegheny Conference) 
There was little in the conference that 
all of us didn't already know. We knew 
that war, hatred, fighting, killing, and 
maiming of fellow human beings is not a 
worthy representation of the Prince of 
Peace. We already knew that the vast 
sums of money—so vast that the words 
are without meaning—committed to the 
arms race are causing the ruination of 
our economy, driving up interest rates, 
and bringing hardship to multitudes, in 
a greater or lesser degree to all of us. We 
also knew that the multiplication of 
nuclear weapons vastly increases the 
likelihood of a nuclear exchange, how-
ever unplanned the initial blast, ulti-
mately to the point of certainty. 
What I derived from the conference 
was a renewed awareness of these facts 
and the realization that, as one of the 
"peacemakers. . . called sons of God," I 
should be doing something about it. 
As to what that something should be, 
just about all of the options were pre-
sented. Some of them are not consistent 
with my understanding of the nonresist-
ant peace position of the Brethren in 
Christ. In my small group I lost no time 
in identifying myself with the view and 
found kindred spirits and also found 
acceptance among more "militant" peace-
makers. I came to accept them as well 
and to believe that God calls different 
people in different ways to follow him. 
John Byers (bishop of Atlantic Confer-
ence) 
My attendance at the New Call to 
Peacemaking Conference gave me cause 
for sober reflection. It is clear that if our 
world continues at its present pace we 
will probably see the destruction of civil-
ization in this generation. This makes it 
a problem even bigger than war. It isn't 
only the matter of a war being fought, it 
is also the destruction of God's creation— 
human, animal, and physical. 
Yet in that sobering fact there is hope. 
The hope is the church. We can have 
hope and be peacemakers when the 
Spirit is filling us with his peace. But, it 
also means that we need to give evidence 
of in whom we do trust. Do we trust in 
the power of Christ or in the power of 
the atom? It is time we stop merely pro-
testing and be ready to sacrifice for the 
cause of peace. 
Bob Verno (pastor in Central Confer-
ence) 
It is somewhat difficult to state with 
brevity my impressions of this coopera-
tive venture. I find myself with ambival-
ent feelings. 
On the one hand, I deeply value the 
experience. I was stretched, enriched, 
stimulated, and broadened. Mere expo-
sure to the diverse people at the plenary 
sessions, the workshops, and the sharing 
groups was an outstanding benefit in 
itself. The speakers came well prepared 
and provided participants with much to 
think about. Dr. Myron Augsburger's 
message on the final evening was power-
ful and moving. Dr. John Howard Yod-
er's lectures in the mornings had an 
appreciable depth and substance. 
On the other hand, the conference 
seemed marked by certain negative fea-
tures. There was a tendency to oversim-
plify the whole issue at hand and to 
ignore important aspects of it—like the 
question of what should be a state's 
proper response to aggressive or abu-
sive moves against it by a threatening, 
hostile government. There was a naivete 
shown toward the fallenness of man and 
a corresponding proneness to under-
emphasize the need for salvation. To be 
true peacemakers in the world requires 
agape love. That comes through the 
regenerating and sanctifying work of the 
Holy Spirit in our lives. This fact seemed 
not always to have been realized. The 
interpretation given to at least one bibli-
cal text by Dr. Yoder was, from my 
standpoint, open to challenge. Both our 
president and nation took a shellacking 
in certain sessions. I feel that was both 
unfair and unfortunate. Admittedly, we 
need not feel compelled to agree with the 
policies and actions of our national offi-
cials, but the Scriptures are clear in 
exhorting us to hold them in honor. 
And America, while by no means above 
reproach, nonetheless has much for 
which it is to be commended. A more 
balanced perspective of our country 
should have been taken. 
Finally, there was an accommodative 
spirit prevalent which stirred within me 
feelings of concern and discomfort. 
Such reactions may well be a natural 
consequence of the intermingling of 
evangelical and non-evangelical Chris-
tians. Still, I have to question the limits 
that we draw for ourselves in these set-
tings. To be more specific, I frankly 
found it more than a little objectionable 
when "God Be With You" was sung with 
a feminine pronoun applied to God 
("God be with you 'till we meet again; 
'Neath Her wings protecting hide you" 
and "Put Her unfailing arms around 
you"). 
In sum, while the conference yielded 
benefits and challenge for which I will 
always be grateful, it also was character-
ized by some elements which encroached 
upon the sensitivities of my own biblically-
rooted faith. 
Kevin Ryan (pastor in Midwest Con-
ference) 
The most significant issue before the 
conference was the call for an end to 
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nuclear proliferation. Each speaker stat-
ed clearly: Trust wholly in God; disown 
the folly of a security based on the 
stockpiling of nuclear weapons. From 
the first speakers, Mary and Gordon 
Cosby, to the thoroughly evangelical 
finale presented by Myron Augsburger, 
the message clearly articulated was that 
" rea l securi ty can only be realized 
through faithful and total obedience to 
the Lord Jesus Christ." 
A highlight for me was the times we 
spent in Bible Study led by John How-
ard Yoder. Our brother challenged us as 
he exposed portions of Scripture in 
Isaiah and Ephesians which spoke to the 
theme of God's people, the city of God, 
and the implications of participating as 
citizens under God's rule. 
There were small group times for dis-
cussion, and mini seminars to learn how 
to witness to and dialogue with those 
not sympathetic to this issue. My most 
haunt ing impression was and continues 
to be how to communicate the gravity of 
the nuclear arms race to people who are 
already overwhelmed with the cares of 
family crises, deflated farm prices, unem-
ployment, and moral decadence. Al-
though I know these issues and nuclear 
proliferation are as related as Sodom's 
destruction and their neglect of the 
social ills of their society (Ezek. 16:49-
50), how can I articulate the immediacy 
of this dreadful matter and still be hope-
ful in my proclamation of the truth we 
have in Christ Jesus? With that question 
I left the conference. I trust God's grace 
will enable me as I strive to be faithful to 
the whole gospel. 
Among the historic peace churches 
there is a basic commitment to the bibli-
cal teaching of peace. This basic com-
mitment offers a unity of purpose in the 
midst of diverse understandings on how 
to live and promote the gospel of peace 
in our country and in our world. We 
need to hear each other, to endeavor to 
understand each other, to learn f rom 
our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, 
and to realize that God is not confined 
to one or two pet methods of operation. 
As "Christians Confronting the Nu-
clear Arms Race," let us stand "United 
in Christ in Our Fragmented World," to 
borrow f rom our Brethren in Christ 
General Conference theme. • 
Devon Bontrager is assistant chairman of 
the Commission on Peace and Social 
Concerns. 
Certificate Programs 
Messiah College recently created two 
certificate programs: one in Biblical 
Studies and the other in Christian Edu-
cation. The former was launched on 
September 21 with a class on "History of 
the Hebrews" being taught for five 
Tuesdays. 
A class on "Paul's Prison Epistles" 
(Part 1, Ephesians and Philippians) open-
ed on September 23 and continues for 
five Thursdays. "Laymen's Hebrew" will 
be taught for five Tuesdays starting with 
November 2, and the second part of 
"Paul's Prison Epistles" will be taught 
on five Thursdays f rom November 4 on. 
All classes are taught f rom 7:00 to 9:30 
p.m. 
Dr. Ronald Webb, Director of Con-
tinuing Education at Messiah College, 
says that "the purpose of the certificate 
program is to enrich lay people by pro-
viding an overview of the Bible, an 
exposure to church history, and a solid 
Biblical foundation to teaching." 
Eight courses need to be completed to 
receive the certificate, with the only 
required courses being "History of the 
Hebrews" and "Birth of the Church." 
Dr. Webb says that work toward the 
Certificate in Christian Education can 
begin in the spring semester. A brochure 
is now available for the Biblical Studies 
courses; one is being prepared for the 
Christian Education certificate courses. 
For more information, write to: Con-
tinuing Education Office, Messiah Col-
lege, Grantham, PA 17027. Or call: 
(717) 766-2511, Extension 230. 
Women in Ministry 
Conference Oct 15-17 
MEDA convention in 
Winnipeg in November 
Mennonite Economic Development 
Associates (MEDA) will hold its annual 
convention in Winnipeg, Mani toba , 
Nov. 11-14, 1982. "Full Value: Where 
Faith and Economics Meet" will be the 
theme of several plenary sessions and 
three working sessions, in which partici-
pants will look at actual case situations. 
M E D A will sponsor two all-day 
seminars on Nov. 11, prior to the formal 
convention opening in the evening. One 
seminar will focus on issues related to 
organizations and managers, featuring 
films by management specialist Peter 
Drucker. The second seminar, "Money 
and Economic Issues," will look at 
Daniel K a u f f m a n and J o h n Rudy's 
MMA-sponsored study of Mennonite 
congregations and how they deal with 
money and economic issues. 
Further information is available from 
M E D A , 201-1483 Pembina Highway, 
Winnipeg, R3T 2C8. 
The sixth Women in Ministry Con-
ference will be held Oct. 15-17, 1982 at 
Rockway Mennonite Collegiate Church 
in Kitchener, Ont. The theme is "Look-
ing Beyond Ourselves." Keynote speak-
er will be Kathleen Storrie, assistant 
professor of sociology at the University 
of Saskatchewan. 
Workshops will include "Women and 
Overseas Ministries," "The Inclusiveness 
of Women in Worship," and "Fathers as 
Caretakers of Children in the Bible and 
Today." 
Registration and meals for the full 
conference is $30 Canadian ($25 U.S.). 
Persons attending only Friday and Sat-
urday, and full-time students, may regis-
ter at a reduced rate. Both women and 
men are welcome. 
The p lanning commit tee includes 
representatives f rom the General Con-
ference Mennonite Church, the Men-
nonite Church, the Mennonite Brethren 
Church, as well as the Brethren in 
Christ. 
Persons may register (or request addi-
tional information) by sending name, 
address and registration fee, plus details 
on lodging or transportation, to: Wom-
en in Ministry Conference, c / o Chris 
Derstine, 36 Homewood Avenue, Kitch-
ener, Ont. N2M 1W9. 
September 1982 25 
Church News 
Allegheny Conference 
On Sunday morning, Aug. 8, the Carlisle con-
gregation held its annual Bible Breakfast for the 
families of the children who have completed the 
first and second grades. • Hess Brubaker was the 
guest speaker for the Chambersburg congrega-
tion's open air service on Sunday evening, July 25. 
The Martinsburg Church has encouraged active 
members of the congregation to submit persons 
who do not regularly attend a church for visita-
tion. • Robert Taylor and Mark Sechrist, mem-
bers of the Pleasant View Omegans, present a 
$ 1,000 check to their pastor, Rev. Harold Bowers, 
for the church's building fund. The Omegans held 
various activities to raise the funds. Rev. and Mrs. 
Harold Bowers were honored on June 5 by the 
congregation at a surprise 25th wedding anniver-
sary party. The couple's two children, Carlton and 
Deanne, also helped to host the party. 
A tent meeting was held by the Big Valley con-
gregation the week of August 15. Paul Martin was 
the speaker. • Dr. Donald Zook shared a missions 
challenge with the Cedar Heights congregation on 
Sunday, August 15 in the morning worship. 
Five persons were received into fellowship by 
the Dillsburg congregation on Sunday morning, 
Aug. 8. • The Christ's Crusaders of the Shermans 
Valley congregation held a Riverside Service. The 
guests were the Garnet Myers Family who pre-
sented special music. 
Atlantic Conference 
Rev. Isaac Kanode gave his final message as 
pastor of the Shenks congregation on Sunday, 
August 1. The congregation honored the Kanodes 
at a dinner, marking their retirement after more 
than 43 years in the ministry. Rev. Kanode will be 
doing promotional work for the Atlantic Confer-
ence as well as pulpit supply. Rev. and Mrs. 
Bishop and Mrs. John Byers, Rev. and 
Mrs. Kanode. 
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Kanode have three daughters and are residing in 
Elizabethtown. • The Daniel Houcks were in-
stalled as the pastoral couple for Shenks on Sun-
day, Aug. 8, with Bishop John A. Byers leading 
the service. 
Special guests of the Harrisburg congregation 
on Wednesday evening, July 21, were the Ruben 
Ebanks family from Nicaragua. Recent guest 
speakers were Luke Keefer, Jr. on Sunday, Aug. 
15, and Shirley Heisey on Wednesday evening, 
Aug. 18. Ceiling fans have been installed in the 
Harrisburg church, making the building cooler in 
summer and warmer in winter. 
The Free Grace congregation reports receiving 
21 persons into church fellowship recently. Eigh-
teen persons were baptized in the same service • 
On Sunday, Aug. 8, Dr. Fred Holland was the 
guest speaker for the Elizabethtown congregation. 
Canadian Conference 
Former pastor, Rev. Elwood Flewelling, spoke 
to the Bridlewood congregation on Sunday, July 
4. • Special guest of the Sherkston congregation 
on Sunday evening, July 11, was Rhoda Winger 
who shared her experiences in the Philippines. 
Also, Laura Sider gave a presentation on Hudson 
Taylor. 
A recent guest of the Westheights congregation 
was Erma Maust who spoke on peace. 
Rev. Roy Sider, Secretary of Overseas Minis-
tries, was guest speaker for the Heise Hill congre-
gation recently. His sermon title was "The Biblical 
Basis for Missions." 
The film, "Welcome Home" was shown at the 
Massey Place congregation on Sunday evening, 
Aug. 15. Special music was provided by Andrae 
Crouch and Debby Boone. • A day of fasting and 
prayer was held by the Rosebank congregation, 
prior to the V.B.S. 
Central Conference 
The Dayton congregation reports receiving the 
Sunday School of the Year Award. • Special 
guests of the Union Grove congregation on Wed-
nesday, August 4, were the Dennis Lehmans, who 
shared about their work at the Life Line Mission. 
The King's Messengers, a group from the 
Prairie Bible Institute presented a program of 
sacred music to the Christian Union congregation 
on Sunday evening, Aug. 15. • Fred and Grace 
Holland shared with the Fairview congregation on 
Sunday evening, Aug. 15. 
Slides of this year's camps were viewed by the 
Mooretown congregation. Also, those who went 
to camp shared with the congregation. • The She-
boygan congregation reports that six persons were 
baptized recently. Also, twelve youth attended 
camp. 
A reception was held by the Nappanee congre-
gation on Sunday evening. August 15, for their 
new pastoral family, the Rev. Jay Siscos. • The 
Western Hills congregation hosted a musical con-
cert for the Southern Ohio churches on Sunday, 
August 28. Lightshine, a group from Messiah Col-
lege presented the concert. 
Midwest Conference 
The Mountain View congregation hosted the 
youth from the Pequea (Atlantic Conference) 
congregation overnight on their way to the Navajo 
Mission. 
An outdoor worship service was held on Sun-
day evening, August 1, by the Zion congregation. 
The group enjoyed singing, testimonies and the 
study of the Word. 
A carry-in fellowship was held on Sunday, Aug. 
1, following the installation of the Eric Stantons as 
pastoral couple of the Dallas Center congregation. 
Bishop Don Shafer participated in the service. • A 
committee from the Rosebank congregation has 
been chosen to plan programs for Neighbor 
Nights. 
Pacific Conference 
"Lightshine," a musical group from Messiah 
College, ministered to the Upland congregation 
on Sunday morning, August 15. • Gordon Engle 
has been installed as associate minister for the Alta 
Loma congregation. • The John Neufelds were 
installed Sunday, Sept. 5, as the pastoral couple of 
the Seekers Community congregation. A potluck 
dinner was also held for Revs. Herb Anderson and 
Edgar Ashby in appreciation for their leadership 
to the congregation in the last year. 
For The Record . . . 
Births 
Alleman: Tonya Fay, Aug. 4; Carl and Fay 
Alleman, Chambersburg congregation, Pa. 
Bertram: Stephan Christopher, June 12; Wal-
ter and Mary E. Bertram, Grantham congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Brandt: Kevin Michael, July 23; Ken and Joni 
Brandt, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Bumpus: Michael Vincent, July 21; Gregory 
and Teresa Bumpus, Western Hills congregation, 
Oh. 
Clemmer: Joshua Timothy, July 1; Tim and 
Pam Clemmer, Souderton congregation, Pa. 
Cullen: Daniel Mark, July 20; Mark and 
Sharon Cullen, Heise Hill congregation, Ont. 
Curry: Peter James, June 6; Dean and Jean 
Curry, Grantham congregation, Pa. 
Dayhoff: Daniel William, June 27; William 
and Leslie Dayhoff, Ridgevue congregation, Pa. 
Deering: Jessica, July 9; Robert and Reva 
Deering, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Evans: Laura Anne, July 21; Dan and LuAnne 
Evans, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Gomez: Julie Renee, Aug. 8; Pastor Gilbert 
and Mary Ann Gomez, Union Grove congrega-
tion, In. 
Goulet: Dora-Marie, May 24; Jean-Jacques 
and Lucille (Marr) Goulet, Kitchener, Ont. 
Graybill: Melissa Sue, July 2; Richard and 
Susan Graybill, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa. 
Evangelical Visitor 
Roxbury Holiness Camp—1982 
"Holiness . . . to the ends of the earth" 
was the theme of Roxbury Holiness 
Camp which convened July 28 to Au-
gust 8, 1982. This theme filled the Camp, 
culminating in a commissioning service 
for eighteen missionaries, nationals and 
voluntary service personnel who are to 
go to Zambia, Zimbabwe, India, and 
Brazil. Dr. Donald Zook led the com-
missioning service. 
Pesky gnats plagued us by flying 
around our faces (when we were out-
doors) and on a few days the weather 
was uncomfortably hot and humid, but 
otherwise camp conditions were ideal. 
Associate evangelists were Dr. Orval 
Butcher, of Lemon Grove, California, 
and Charlie Byers. Dr. Butcher preach-
ed with warmth, joy, and a deep sensitiv-
ity to spiritual needs. 
Musicians for the camp were Ken and 
Betty Masterman. Also the Choraleers, 
a group from Lancaster, were with us 
the first weekend and had an inspira-
tional ministry of music and skits from 
the life of Christ. 
Guest speaker for the second week-
end was Dr. Leslie Parrott, President of 
Olivet Nazarene College in Kankakee, 
Illinois. With vigor, with captivating 
narration of Biblical stories, and with 
practical psychological insight, he preach-
ed on the Christian home, anger, and 
suffering. 
Of special interest was a series of four 
messages on the nature of sanctification, 
given by Luke Keefer, Sr. 
The children's camp was directed by 
Ken and Audrey Brubaker on the theme 
"Ten Wonderful Words" (the ten com-
mandments). "Walking Tall" was the 
theme for the youth sessions, which 
were led by Ken Hepner and Michael 
Knowles. 
Many people have taken home with 
them the camp sermons and music by 
way of cassette tapes. A record number 
of tapes were sold—about 2,400. 
Evangelists scheduled for the 1983 
campmeeting, which will be held Aug. 
3-14, are Sam Dalton and John Haw-
baker. Ministering through music will 
be Don and Cheryl Gessner, Sunbury, 
Pa. Dr. Benjamin Reid, Los Angeles, 
will be an Aug. 13-14 guest. 
John Hawbaker 
Memorial Holiness Camp—1982 
Camp Meeting 1982, July 17 to 25, 
was a time of fellowship and refreshing. 
Compared to last year, attendances were 
down the beginning of camp meeting, 
but they kept building during the week. 
We wondered how attendance would be 
affected with camp meeting coming so 
close to General Conference in Califor-
nia, but were gratified with both the 
daytime and evening attendances. The 
high single service was 376. 
Dr. Luke Keefer, Jr. from Messiah 
College was evangelist, and Dr. Wayne 
McCown, Dean at Western Evangelical 
Seminary, Portland, Ore. was Bible 
teacher. The ministry of both brethren 
was rich and much appreciated. In the 
youth camp, Tim Hershberger gave 
direction as youth camp director, and 
Jim Stauffer, pastor of Jemison Valley 
Brethren in Christ Church, Westfield, 
Pa., was youth minister. Highlights of 
the youth camp included a day at Hues-
ton Woods State Park, and the annual 
youth/adult baseball game. Children's 
camp was under the able direction of 
Gerald and Phyllis Towner, Child Evan-
gelism Fellowship, Dayton, Ohio. 
A special feature this year was the 
afternoon "Quickening Our Pace" ser-
ies, with Ken Gibson on Monday on 
"Devotional Life"; Carl Ulery, Tuesday 
on "Personal Evangelism"; Henry Mill-
er, Thursday on "Outreach"; and David 
Brubaker and K. B. Hoover, Friday on 
"Peace and Justice." The morning inspi-
rational testimonies/fellowship time was 
much appreciated. Wednesday after-
noon we had the annual Communion/ 
Divine Healing service, always a very 
precious and deeply devotional service. 
Saturday was Missions Day. Minister-
ing were: Louis Cober (Missions Office), 
Fred and Grace Holland (Africa), Eu-
gene and Ruth Madeira (Nicaragua), 
Arlene Miller (home missions), and 
Eleanor Poe (Nicaragua). 
An unusual feature this year was the 
dedication on Friday evening of a new 
piano for the main tabernacle, purchas-
ed with part of a bequest from the estate 
of the late Walter and Shirlie Davidson, 
Garrett, Indiana. The Davidsons were 
long time supporters of Memorial Holi-
ness Camp. 
Camp Meeting 1983 is planned, God 
willing, for July 16 to 24, with Dr. 
Albert Lown (Nazarene evangelist and 
Bible teacher from England) and Arthur 
M. Climenhaga as God's ministering 




Gruenewald: Lynn Allison, July 31; Rick and 
Helen (Hostetler) Gruenewald, Nappanee congre-
gation, In. 
Heinaman: Ryan Charles, Jr., June 28; Charlie 
and Beverly (Brownsberger) Heinaman, Maytown 
congregation. Pa. 
Hess: Leigh Ann, Aug. 3; Richard and Norma 
Hess, Refton congregation. Pa. 
Jordan: Stephen Christopher, July 26; Bill and 
Anne Jordan, Upland congregation, Ca. 
Koch: Brock Eugene, July 17; Douglas and 
Dorene (Carr) Koch, Free Grace congregation, 
Pa. 
McMichael: Daniel Owen, May 12; Steve and 
Julia McMichael, Refton congregation. Pa. 
McMullen: David Robert Andrew, Aug. 2; 
Ron and Ginny McMullen. Bridlewood congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Madeira: David Ward, July 14; David and 
Shelley Madeira, Grantham congregation, Pa. 
Murphy: Joshua, Aug. 3; Kenny and Tammy 
Murphy, Pomeroy Chapel congregation, Tn. 
Olver: Beth Deanne, July 31; John and Chryl 
Olver, Waynesboro congregation. Pa. 
Prentice: Matthew Blake Eldridge, Aug. 5; 
Michael and Evelyn Prentice, Heise Hill congre-
gation, Ont. 
Russell: Rebecca Lynn, July 12; Daniel and 
Pamela (Campbell) Russell, Warriors Mark, Pa. 
Shelly: David Corey, June 27; David and Reda 
Shelly, Free Grace congregation. Pa. 
Shradley: Joel Maxwell, June 30; Wier Max-
well, Jr. and Patti Shradley, Harrisburg congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Sider: April Joy, June 20; Vance and Judy 
Sider, Ottawa, Ont. 
Sims: Bobbie Owen, July 31; Ken and Doreen 
(Stump) Sims, Union Grove congregation, In. 
Stayman: Cari Ann, July 22; Larry and Judy 
Stayman, Antrim congregation, Pa. 
Texter: Holly Lynn, Aug. 2; Bruce and Carla 
Texter, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Thrush: Aaron Heisey, July 25; Curt and 
Donna (Heisey) Thrush, Ulster, Pa. 
Wagner: Jennifer Maria, July 19; Carl Jr. and 
Emily Wagner, Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Wideman: Jonathan Dwight, July 22; Dwight 
and Joan Wideman, Heise Hill congregation, Ont. 
Wingert: Rebekah Anne, Aug. 9; Glenn and 
Joanne (Rice) Wingert, Five Forks congregation, 
Pa. 
Correction 
Landis: Daneen Shai, June 16; chosen by Dale 
and Carol (Frey) Landis, Zion congregation, Ks. 
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Weddings 
Baker-Barr: Janette E., daughter of Frederick 
and Doris Barr, and Dr. Wayman E. Baker, July 
10, in the Grantham Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. S. Lane Hostetter officiating. 
Hawbaker-Keller: Joy Renee, daughter of 
Mrs. John J. Keller, and Perry Lane, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Sam Hawbaker, both of Dallas Center, 
la., June 19, in the Dallas Center Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Millard Haldeman and 
Rev. Harry Herlein officiating. 
Heidler-Hoffman: Tracey, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Raymond Hoffman, Jr., and Eugene Jr., 
son of Rev. and Mrs. M. Eugene Heidler, July 10, 
in the Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church 
with father of the groom officiating. 
Laperriere-Cumming: Catherine Louise Cum-
ming and Normand John Laperriere, both of 
Toronto, Ont., July 17, in the Sunnybrook Medi-
cal Centre Chapel with Rev. Leonard J. Chester 
and Chaplain Joyce Lockhart officiating. 
Lowe-Davis: Margaret Ann, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Roy Davis, Clarence Center, NY, and 
Donald Norman, son of Mr. ana Mrs. Norman 
Lowe, Spencerport, NY, Aug. 7, in the Clarence 
Center Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Paul 
Hensel and Father Hamerl officiating. 
Meyers-Stauffer: Pauline Stauffer and Nor-
man Meyers, both of Greencastle, Pa., June 20, in 
the Waynesboro Church of the Brethren. 
Morris-Oldham: Jessie Kay, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Jesse Oldham, and Glenn, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. John Morris, Harrisburg, Pa., June 19, 
in the Harrisburg Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Glenn Dalton officiating. 
Noll-Hershey: Gail, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Dale Hershey, Troy, Oh., and Phillip, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Marion Noll, Pleasant Hill, Oh., Aug. 7, 
in the Pleasant Hill Church of the Brethren with 
Rev. Timothy Herr officiating. 
Parson-Kunz: Loretta Kunz and Ty Parson, 
July 24, in the Souderton Brethren in Christ 
Church. 
Shropshire-Wideman: Wendy, daughter of 
Mrs. Dorothy Wideman, Gormley, Ont., and 
Gary, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lome Shropshire, 
Newmarket, Ont., July 10, in the Grace Asso-
ciated Gospel Church, Newmarket, with Rev. 
Marlin Ressler and Rev. Grover Crosby of-
ficiating. 
Stevens-Walker: Vera Joy, daughter of Rev. 
and Mrs. Marion R. Walker, and Neil Adam, son 
of Mrs. Erma Stevens, both of Three Springs, Pa., 
July 23, in the Cromwell United Bible Church, 
Three Springs, with father of the bride and Rev. 
Jimmy McCarty officiating. 
Wideman-Shropshire: Cathy, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Lorne Shropshire, Newmarket, Ont., 
and Dale, son of Mrs. Dorothy Wideman, Gorm-
ley, Ont., July 10, in the Grace Associated Gospel 
Church, Newmarket, with Rev. Marlin Ressler 
and Rev. Grover Crosby officiating. 
Yoder-Shank: Marcie, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. David Shank, Refton, Pa., and Timothy, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Yoder, Leola, Pa., May 
22, in the Refton Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. John A. Brubaker officiating. 
Obituaries 
Davis: Grace E. Davis, born Nov. 12, 1927, 
died Aug. 9, 1982. She was the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Albert E. Davis. Her mother, Ella L., 
preceded her in death. She is survived by her 
father; step-mother, Florence; seven sisters: Mrs. 
Ruth Schrock, Mrs. Jean Kipe, Mrs. Elsie Harris, 
Mrs. Lois Hock, Mrs. Gladys Martin, Mrs. Betty 
Crider, and Mrs. Carol Kaltreider; and four 
brothers: Harold, Roy, Alfred, and Kenneth. Two 
brothers preceded her in death. Rev. Paul Hensel 
conducted the funeral service. 
Dodson: Mrs. Ethel Mae Dodson, Hopewell, 
Pa., born May 5, 1909, died Aug. 13, 1982. She 
was married to Charles Roy Dodson who pre-
ceded her in death. She is survived by 11 children; 
40 grandchildren; and 20 great-grandchildren. She 
was preceded in death by two sons and a daughter. 
Rev. Earl Lehman conducted the funeral service in 
the Shermans Valley Brethren in Christ Church. 
Interment was in the adjoining cemetery. 
France: Elmer J. France, born July 5, 1894 in 
Abilene, Ks., died July 30, 1982. In 1915 he mar-
ried Edith Haines who preceded him in death in 
1980. He is survived by a son, Jesse; and three 
daughters: Ruth Baker, Eunice Asper, and Mary 
Elizabeth Sidhoff. He was a member of the 
Upland Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. Alvin 
Burkholder and Rev. Robert Dow conducted the 
funeral service. Interment was in the Bellevue 
Cemetery. 
Frost: Mrs. Annie M. Frost, Messiah Village, 
Pa., born May 24, 1900, died July 10, 1982. She 
was married to Warren Frost who preceded her in 
death. She is survived by a son, Robert. She was a 
member of the Skyline View Brethren in Christ 
Church. Rev. LeRoy Walters conducted the fu-
neral service. Interment was in the Mount Victory 
Cemetery. 
Heise: Mrs. Ida Alice (Sider) Heise, Nanticoke, 
Ont., born July 23, 1887 in Welland Co., Ont., 
Garman: Rev. John Garman, born Jan. 12, 
1919 in Pennsylvania, died June 11, 1982. In 1942, 
he married Ruth Ulery who survives. Also surviv-
ing are his mother, Mrs. Virgie Kraybill; two sons: 
Henry and Bruce; two daughters: Judi and Mrs. 
Lorraine Klippel; two grandchildren; four broth-
ers; and three sisters. He served as pastor of the 
Iron Springs Brethren in Christ Church for five 
years and the Kindersley congregation for 8 years. 
He was a charter member of the Massey Place 
Church and served on the church's Board of 
Directors until his death. He also served on the 
board of the Montreal Lake Children's Home and 
was on the Brethren in Christ Board of Missions. 
Revs. Douglas Sider and Terry Friesen conducted 
the funeral service in the Massey Place Church. 
Tribute to John Garman 
The unexpected passing of Rev. John Garman 
has impoverished the brotherhood of a committed 
churchman. 
Prior to coming to Canada, John served the 
Iron Springs, Pennsylvania pastorate. He respond-
ed to the call of the Canadian Conference Home 
Mission Board in 1950 to a ministry at Kindersley 
(Sask). Through his vision and aggressive leader-
ship, the Kindersley congregation moved from the 
country into the town, and in the words of a 
former bishop, "turned the tide for Kindersley." 
died March 31, 1982. She was married to William 
B. Heise who preceded her in death. She is sur-
vived by four sons: Melton Orville, Paul, Authur, 
and Carl; two daughters: Luella Lofthouse and 
Marjorie Heise; and a sister, Elizabeth Bossert. A 
son, Edgar, also preceded her in death. The fu-
neral service was conducted by Rev. Allan Heise 
and Rev. Steven Martin. Interment was in the 
Heise Hill Cemetery. 
Hillman: Margaret Steele Hillman, born June 
24, 1919, died June 19, 1982. Rev. Earl Lehman 
conducted the funeral service in the Yellow Creek 
Reform Church. Interment was in the Reformed 
Cemetery, Yellow Creek, Pa. 
Keifman: Mrs. Bertha Keifman, born June 11, 
1903, died Aug. 7,1982. She was preceded in death 
by her husband. She was a member of the Sher-
mans Valley Brethren in Christ Church where the 
funeral service was conducted by Rev. Earl Leh-
man. Interment was in the Langdondale Cemetery. 
Steckley: Mrs. Sadie Elizabeth Steckley, born 
Jan. 1, 1883 in Dickinson Co., Ks., died June 14, 
1982. She was the daughter of John and Mary 
Eisenhower Witter. On May 27, 1958 she was 
married to Lewis Steckley who preceded her in 
death. She was a member of the Abilene Brethren 
in Christ Church. Rev. Henry Landis conducted 
the funeral service. Interment was in the Belle 
Springs Cemetery. 
Walker: Mrs. C. Emma Walker, Three Springs, 
Pa., born Nov. 15, 1896, died March 22, 1982. She 
was married to Raymond F. Walker who survives. 
Also surviving are two sons: Rev. Marion R. and 
Rev. Robert F.; four daughters: Vera Russell, 
Margaret Hade, Ruth Iverson and Mary Strite; 21 
grandchildren; and 12 great-grandchildren. A son 
preceded her in death. She was a charter member 
of the Center Grove Brethren in Christ Church 
where the funeral service was conducted by Rev. 
Ross Morningstar. Interment was in the Fairview 
Cemetery. 
His presence in the Massey Place Church was 
especially strategic in the early 70's through the 
transitional period of pastoral leadership. 
During the 1950's and 60's John filled a signifi-
cant function as an administrative liaison with the 
Ontario churches, first for Rev. Edward Gilmore 
and later for bishops E. J. Swalm and Roy Sider. 
In addition, John had served on numerous 
denominational boards including the Board for 
Missions and Niagara Christian College. His 
influence was felt as he worked with the broader 
Christian community including Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee and Montreal Lake Children's 
Home. He had a heart for missions and continu-
ally expressed concern for and gave substantially 
to the development and growth of new congre-
gations. 
His love for and commitment to the denomina-
tion and in particular the Canadian Conference 
were often expressed in word and deed. I thank 
God for permitting John to share his life and 
ministry with the Canadian Church for over 3 
decades. 
The Lord in his divine sovereignty has seen fit to 
remove this brother from our midst. Temporarily 
we are the losers in his death and translation. 
Certainly his is the priceless gift. 
Harvey R. Sider 
Board of Bishops 
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Homegrown 
Thank you for the article "Home-
grown" by Warren Hoffman (June 25). 
We have three "homegrown" preschool-
ers. 
I was excited to find an article that 
supports our conviction that "childrear-
ing is not a hobby . . . it is the family 
business." 
By God's grace, we claim an "abun-
dant harvest" as the years go by. 
Lynn and Lori Newcomb 
Rochester, NY 
Children come first 
The article by Warren Hoffman, 
"Homegrown" (June 25), is the greatest 
article that I've read for a long time on 
the duty of parents. I am glad to know 
that there are a few young couples 
around that believe in taking care of 
their own children instead of baby sit-
ters, child care centers, etc. Too many 
couples are caught up in this thing of 
wanting all the material things, so both 
work. Mother's place is in the home 
unless there is no other wage earner. 
I am also disturbed when I see parents 
so involved in church activities that 
rarely is there an evening home together 
as a family. These children God gave us 
come first. 
I hope everyone that receives the Vis-
itor takes this wonderful article to heart. 
A member of the Chino 
(Calif.) congregation 
Offender ministries 
The July 10 issue of the Evangelical 
Visitor captured my attention with spe-
cial interest. This was probably due to 
the present ministries I am engaged in as 
Chaplain at the Maryland Correctional 
Training Center, a prison complex 
housing over 2,000 male inmates. 
It seems to me that the article by Pre-
mnath S. Dick set the tone for us as 
Christians to evaluate our responsibili-
ties to the incarcerated. It also helps us 
to examine the role of the institutions 
which our society has structured to 
separate the so called "bad" people from 
the "good" people. The statement he 
made pertaining to the voice inside us 
which speaks, saying, "We Christians 
are good people, after all, and good 
people don't belong in prison" probably 
has more truth to the way in which we 
rationalize than we may like to admit. 
With this perspective we may try to 
excuse ourselves from having direct per-
sonal contact with the people behind 
prison walls. 
Another view on our responsibility to 
the incarcerated may be that of a deep 
awareness that something needs to be 
done, but we lack understanding as to 
what that "something" should be. Cer-
tainly, the volunteer prison ministry by 
the Manor congregation is an excellent 
example of people loving people for 
whom Christ died, and the bridging of 
the gap between free and the captive. 
That report by Verna Schwartz was 
both enlightening and challenging. 
The growing interest in prison minis-
tries among the Brethren in Christ is 
encouraging. Before becoming a chap-
lain I had very little knowledge as to 
what I or the local congregation could 
do to assist in touching the lives of 
inmates. Needless as it may seem to say, 
my vision of the great harvest field has 
been greatly expanded. I'm excited 
about the work which the Holy Spirit is 
doing through his power in the lives of 
those who are open to be Gospel. 
Clarence Brubaker 
Williamsport, M D 
Worth the risk 
I have often thought of writing to you 
in response to different articles. This 
time the Spirit's urge was too great to 
ignore. May I comment on just a por-
tion of Devon Bontrager's article on 
evangelism in the July 25 issue? The 
section entitled "Loving is worth the 
risk" was beautifully said. 
Can you imagine what would happen 
in our local churches if we risked being 
patient, kind, thinking only the best of 
others, forgetting offenses, trusting, hop-
ing, and enduring even to the breaking 
point? 
We say we are Christians and want to 
be like Christ, but didn't Christ risk 
everything to love us? He risked fame, 
fortune, popularity and, yes, even life 
itself to love us. To love is not an option 
of our faith or just a good recommended 
course. Nor is it a spiritual gift given to 
some. Love is a commandment. We 
who want to call ourselves Christians 
have no choice but to love no matter 
what (John 15 and I John 4). 
I believe if more of us could sincerely 
say we operate in the realm of risk as 
Pastor Bontrager has written concern-
ing our love relationships, our local 
churches would be bursting at the seams. 
However, I do think his list of who we 
should love in order not to break that 
love-evangelism link needs at least one 
important addition. Yes it is important, 
and Christ himself is our example, to 
"Love the alcoholic. Love the town 
critic. Love the dope addict, the prosti-
tute, the troublemaker." But also, we 
must love the brother or sister in Christ 
who is beautiful, popular, and saintly 
but who has privately hurt or offended 
one of us. If we do not love these, but 
rather harbor a grudge, a dislike or re-
sentment, we can cause divisions so that 
the link of love in evangelism is weak-
ened. "That bridge across the great gulf 
that lies between the saint and the 
sinner" will weaken into stagnation and 
possibly even break. This, despite the 
fact that nobody else in the church 
knows either of the offense or the resent-
ment. 
Christ teaches us that there is little 
reward in loving the lovely. But the real 
reward is in taking the risk to love the 
unlovely and unloving. If Pastor Bon-
trager leads his flock as he has written, 
his new church will explode like dyna-
mite, for "greater is he that is in you, 
than he that is in the world." 
Daryl L. Haines 
Manheim, PA 
Summer Quiz 
Thanks for including the Summer 
Quiz in the July 10 issue. I was pleased 
when Keith (age 12) told me he got them 
all right. While he does not feel ready to 
teach Sunday School, it's reassuring to 
see that our efforts at Christian educa-
tion in the home is bearing fruit. It is also 
helpful to have a Christian teacher like 
Karen Bonisteel for the children, plus 
the "disadvantage" of not having a 
television. 
Marshall E. Poe 
Managua, Nicaragua 
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Editorial 
"Cargo cults" and the"gospel of prosperity" 
Perhaps it was vague memories of stories of the faraway 
South Sea islands I had read as a small-town Iowa boy. 
Perhaps it was simply due to Philadelphia winters being 
cold. For whatever reasons, the study of the "cargo cults" 
in Melanesia was one of the more interesting topics in my 
world religions graduate courses at Temple University. 
Cargo cults are religious movements which cropped up 
earlier this century in various locales in the South Pacific 
as islanders came in contact with whites. A complete 
analysis of the development of the cult is too detailed for 
this editorial (and would probably put most readers to 
sleep). However, one of the more obvious characteristics 
of these widely-scattered movements was the emphasis on 
the coming of "cargo." 
Islanders observed that the whites (plantation owners, 
government officials and even some missionaries) who did 
very little manual labor, nevertheless received an amazing 
amount of supplies delivered on a regular basis by steam-
er. Later cult movements were impressed by the moun-
tains of supplies arriving by ship and plane for military 
units in World War II, again without the whites having to 
work or barter for the supplies. 
Denied access to these mysteriously-appearing goods, 
many islanders (quite understandably, given the informa-
tion they had) developed the belief that one day, their 
ancestors or the gods they worshipped would send them a 
canoe or ship loaded with goods, or "cargo." In anticipa-
tion, cult members built piers and jetties to accommodate 
the steamer's arrival, and warehouses in which to store the 
soon-coming "cargo." 
At times, even mission efforts contributed to the spread 
of the cult. Sermons on the resurrection or the second 
coming of Christ were occasionally and unfortunately 
reinterpreted to speak of the coming of "cargo." Anthro-
pologist Peter Worsley refers to one incident in which the 
people, formerly quite resistant to both government and 
mission leaders, suddenly became cooperative and enthu-
siastic followers. He suggests they "saw 'conversion' as a 
means of fulfilling their material wants; they believed that 
by becoming Christians, the 'secret' of the Cargo would be 
passed on to them."* 
Conversion as a means of fulfilling material wants. 
Unfortunately, this misunderstanding of the Gospel is not 
limited to the cargo cults of the South Pacific; it faces the 
Christian community today. Often the call to meaningful 
discipleship and sacrificial service is muted, replaced by an 
emphasis equating spirituality with material prosperity. 
When I hear this "gospel," I often recall the material 
emphasis of the cargo cults. And I remember reading a 
tabloid magazine which had come, unsolicited, to the 
Brooklyn V.S. unit several years ago. 
Published by a f lamboyant evangelist in New York 
City, the magazine's cover story featured a brother who 
was poor, but who had a dream of owning his own truck-
ing firm. He heard Brother Q, the evangelist, preach about 
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"The Blessing Plan," which involved making hefty dona-
tions to Brother Q's organization. Within a week of his 
making a sizeable gift to Brother Q, the magazine 
reported, "God had given him" a new semitrailer. (There, 
on the cover, a flat-bed truck was pictured.) So he gave an 
even greater gift to Brother Q and sure enough, he got 
another trucking rig (and another picture of a flat-bed 
truck appeared, facing the other direction). Soon, the 
article concluded, our friend was operating his own truck-
ing business, enjoying a new home and car, taking vaca-
tions, etc.—all made possible by The Blessing Plan as 
preached by Brother Q. 
But though the article asserted the pictures were actual 
photographs of the two "miracle" trucks, the photo of the 
second was identical to the first, down to the stop sign in 
the background and the license plate on the truck. Of 
course, when the picture was "flopped" so it faced the 
other way in a crude attempt to represent a second truck, 
the wording on the stop sign and the license plate were 
reversed! "So much for the credibility of Brother Q and his 
Blessing Plan," you say? Perhaps. But evidently enough 
people believed—Brother Q, wearing expensive suits, 
cruised around town in his own Cadillac. At least The 
Plan really did work for him. 
I am convinced that true Christianity cannot be mea-
sured by our bank account, the car we drive, or the clothes 
we wear. True Christianity is marked by the abiding pres-
ence of the Lord in our lives, evidenced by the fruit of the 
Spirit—love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. (And for these, 
we do not need to wait, as it were, for our "ship to come 
in.") 
In our consumer society, however, faced with inflation 
and recession, frustrated expectations, severe unemploy-
ment, and a growing gap between the rich and poor, we 
need a realistic and biblical perspective on the relationship 
between material possessions and the Christian faith. Writ-
ers in an eight-page section of this issue (pp. 4-11) address 
aspects of this question. And articles in future issues of the 
Visitor will look at biblical stewardship and its relation-
ship to God's promises to care for his children. 
The problem basically is a matter of focus and empha-
sis. The Bible does reveal God as providing for our needs. 
Jesus instructed his disciples to pray for daily bread. And 
the Psalmist declares that as we delight ourselves in the 
Lord, God will give us the desires of our heart. 
But the Lord did not teach his followers to pray for 
luxuries. And as we allow the Holy Spirit to make us more 
and more like Christ, certainly that will affect our heart's 
desires. Will we find ourselves seeking what Jesus put as 
his first priorities while on earth? Or will we crave "cargo?" 
G 
*The Trumpet Shall Sound: A Study of "Cargo" Cults in Melanesia. 
New York: Schocken Books, 1968. Page 209. 
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THE (XNTEKKU^RY SCENE 
Leading Representatives of 
WEF, Lausanne Committee 
Advocate Merger 
Recent reports disclose that both David 
Howard, the new general secretary of the 
World Evangelical Fellowship (WEF), and 
Leighton Ford, chairman of the Lausanne 
Committee for World Evangelization 
(LCWE), said they expected the two organi-
zations to merge. Howard regards it as one 
of his "main tasks" to draw those two world-
scale evangelical umbrella organizations 
together. 
Both Howard and Ford drew attention to 
the "close and harmonious" cooperation 
between the two bodies, for example in the 
Theological Commission of the World Evan-
gelical Fellowship and in joint conferences 
and meetings, as well as in the great overlap 
in membership. However, no date has been 
set for the merger. 
Howard reported that the merger was not 
intended to be implemented at the top level 
of the organization first, but rather was to be 
prepared "from the grass roots" through 
joint local mission, aid and research projects. 
A first attempt at a merger in 1980 was 
unsuccessful. Both Ford and Howard em-
phasized that the time was not right then. 
According to Ford an important factor 
was that "not all members of the Lausanne 
movement identified themselves with the 
World Evangelical Fellowship." Howard, on 
the other hand, regards theological differen-
ces as less important; he sees the two organi-
zations as two almost completely overlap-
ping circles, with major differences only at 
the periphery. 
Howard and Ford described efforts to 
achieve a correct balance between evange-
lism and social involvement as an important 
joint task. According to Howard "the Gospel 
should be proclaimed in all its fullness." One 
aspect of this was God's concern about the 
physical and social well-being of the individ-
ual. However, he warned against the error 
made by many churches, namely pursuing 
social and political goals to the neglect of the 
Gospel. In this connection Howard express-
ed understanding for the emphasis on social 
justice in South American theology. As a 
former missionary to Latin American he 
believes that "We have no sensitivity for the 
crass social injustice under which people 
there have been living for so long." 
Poll Reveals Interesting 
Life After Death Views 
Two-thirds of the Americans questioned 
in a survey said they believe in life after 
death, according to a recent Gallup Poll. The 
Gallup organization described the poll, pub-
lished in the June issue of McCall's maga-
zine, as "the most comprehensive survey on 
beliefs about . . . the afterlife that has ever 
been undertaken." 
The poll found that 67 percent believe in 
some kind of afterlife and that respondents 
with more education believe in afterlife just 
as strongly as those with less education. In 
fact, according to an accompanying analysis, 
"College educated Americans are more likely 
to hold such a belief than those with a high 
school education or less. What's more, the 
survey indicates that age is not a factor. 
Eighteen-year-olds are just as likely to believe 
in life after death as people over 50." 
Those who said they believe in an afterlife 
were asked to choose from among 24 de-
scriptions of life after death. Two out of three 
in the survey said it would be peaceful, 54 
percent said they would be in the presence of 
God and 42 percent expected to be with 
friends and relatives. 
Five percent said it would be boring. 
Seventy-one percent of those surveyed said 
they believe in heaven, 53 percent in hell. 
Rural and Southern Protestants were more 
likely than urban dwellers and Roman 
Catholics to believe in eternal damnation. 
Overall, 61 percent of Protestants and 48 
percent of Catholics expressed a belief in 
hell. Poorer respondents were more likely to 
believe in both heaven and hell, the poll said. 
The poll also found nearly one in four, 
including 21 percent of Protestants and 25 
percent of Catholics, who said they believe in 
reincarnation. 
In general, the Gallup organization said, 
women are more likely than men to believe 
in an afterlife by 5 to 10 percentage points. 
Only 32 percent of physicians surveyed said 
they believe in life after death, 24 percent in 
heaven and 15 percent in hell. Only 16 per-
cent of scientists expressed belief in life after 
death, 8 percent in heaven and 4 percent in 
hell. But 35 percent of scientists told pollsters 
they believe there is life on other planets. 
The findings are based on a national sam-
ple of about 1,500 people who were inter-
viewed in person, Gallup said. Results are 
subject to a 3 percent margin of error. 
McCall's did not say when the poll was 
taken. 
About this special issue 
In recent years the Evangelical Visitor has been published as a 
16-page magazine appearing twice a month. Due in large part to 
increased postage and production costs, active consideration is 
being given to publishing the Visitor as a 32-page monthly, begin-
ning in January. Such a move would result in production and 
postage savings, and thus should help to minimize the size of a 
future price increase. 
We have combined the September 10th and 25th issues in order 
for you to sample the new format. A 32-page magazine will allow for 
a more indepth treatment of a topic (such as the eight pages in this 
issue on lifestyle) and still have space for news and other articles. 
This issue is also being circulated as a sample copy throughout the 
congregations in October, which is Visitor subscription month. To 
new readers, we give you a hearty invitation to join the Visitor 
family. At $6.00 for a new subscription ($7.00 in Canada), this is the 
bargain of the year! Subscription information is available in the 
congregation, or see page three for rates and the address. 
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